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THE 2010 Toronto munici-
pal election brings a 

new face to City Hall to represent 
Ward 19, which includes the PARA 
neighbourhood.  Mike Layton is 
Trinity-Spadina’s recently elected 
city councillor.  Mike comes to 
the position with solid credentials 
as a dedicated environmentalist. 
He has worked for several years 
as Deputy Outreach Director for 
Environmental Defence and is 
involved in a number of other en-
vironmental organizations, such 
as the Green Energy Act Alliance, 
the Water Guardian Network and 
Freshwater Future.  Growing up 
with Federal NDP Leader Jack 
Layton as his father, Mike learned 
the lessons of community activ-
ism early. In his fi rst run for public 
offi  ce, Mike garnered 7718 votes compared 
to 3662 for Karen Sun and 2988 for Sean Mc-
Cormack, his nearest rivals. 

Mike is eager to work with residents’ asso-
ciations to strengthen neighbourhoods across 
the city and is very familiar with the work of 
PARA.  “I’m an activist at heart,” he says. “Help-
ing communities is what I enjoy.”  He sees his 
role as city councilor as a “vessel for ideas and 
solutions” and as a lever to “help facilitate 
access to city hall.” He perceives PARA as an 
experienced group with valuable knowledge 
that can be shared with other neighbour-
hoods who are thinking of launching resi-
dents associations. 

On one of PARA’s key concerns, the issue of 

noise and bar density on College Street, Mike 
is bursting with opinions, drawing on his own 
experience of working as a manager of a bar 
for a number of years.  He believes we need 
to build a city-wide eff ort to “lobby the pro-
vincial government for changes in how liquor 
licenses are given out.”  He adds, “We need to 
do a better job of keeping track of bylaw en-
forcement” and cites the noise log that PARA 
has built into its website as one good strat-
egy.  Mike says he has been approached by 
a number of bar and restaurant owners who 
would like to work with PARA to fi nd work-
able solutions and he is committed to help 
build bridges between the two groups.  “Let’s 
make it easier for the good operators to deal 

with the city,” he says, noting the 
recent battle of Ici Bistro on Har-
bord St to obtain a liquor license. 
“Let’s reward good behavior. “  

“Let’s keep the PARA neigh-
bourhood beautiful,” Mike enthus-
es.” It’s a great neighbourhood to 
raise a family, to move into when 
young, to spend your senior years. 
Let’s keep it that way.”

Mike Layton replaces long-
time councilor Joe Pantalone, 
who represented Trinity-Spadina 
for 29 years.  Pantalone took the 
big leap to run for mayor in the 
2010 election and, although he 
couldn’t match the allure to vot-
ers of Mayor-elect Rob Ford’s 
“stop-the-gravy-train” campaign, 
he made a very good showing on 
his home turf. Trinity-Spadina was 

the only ward in which Joe came in second, 
with 28% of the vote. PARA salutes Joe Pantal-
one’s commitment and dedication to Ward 19 
over the years and we wish him the very best. 
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ABOUT PARA  PARA (Palmerston Area Residents’ Association) 

is a volunteer organization of residents committed to strengthening 

and preserving the stability, distinctive character and quality of life 

in the Toronto neighbourhood bounded by Bloor and Bathurst, 

College and Clinton Streets.

Introducing Our New Councillor Mike Layton

Councillor-elect Mike Layton and PARA member Linda Lapointe

P A L M E R S T O N  A R E A  R E S I D E N T S ’  A S S O C I A T I O N  N E W S L E T T E R 

Meet Mike 
 PARA is hosting a social get-together 
to give residents of PARA a chance 
to meet Mike Layton, their new City 
Councillor. Bar Italia (582 College St) 
has kindly off ered its upstairs space 
for the event on Tuesday, November 
30, from 6:00- 9:00 pm. Cash bar.  All 
residents are welcome.

PARA
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IF you’ve noticed a resurgence of little 
people in our neighborhood, you’re not 

alone. Nowhere is this more apparent than 
in the Palmerston area’s main green space – 
Healey Willan Park.

This year a group of parents in the 
community formed the Healey Willan Park 
Improvement Project with the goal of giving 
this important community green space a 
much-needed facelift.  

Unfortunately, the Park and its equipment 
has become run down in recent years:  the 
main piece of play equipment is in serious 
decay and, in general, not safe for younger 
children (nor is it particularly exciting for 
school-aged children); there is a need for 
improved accessibility for two classes of special 
needs children at nearby Clinton School; and, 
because all the play equipment is metal, this 
much-relied-on park becomes all but deserted 
in the winter months.  This wonderful space 
could also be more innovative and attractive 
– after all, this is our main neighbourhood 
green space and it should be an inviting and 
beautiful park for all to enjoy.

Healey Willan Park is not on the City’s 
capital improvement list (which extends to 
2017) and there are currently no funds off ered 
by Parks & Recreation Department. Any 
improvements will have to be the result of 
community eff ort.

2010 has been a great start:
• With the support of PARA, the annual 

“Party in the Park” was revived.  Hundreds 

turned out to enjoy a BBQ (with sausages 
generously supplied by Gaucho on College), 
a special opening of the splash pad and some 
early summer sunshine;

• Local artist Kate Austin designed and 
painted the splash pad;

• Councillor Joe Pantalone’s offi  ce 
facilitated a new swing set and also supplied 
the paint for the splash pad;

• The Graffi  ti Transformation Project 
painted all of our park furniture at no cost; 

• A new bouncer was recently installed
In 2011, goals for the project include:
• New, better quality sand for the park
• An additional bouncer 
• Moving the park signage to allow for 

better use of the green space
• More greenery 
The group is also at work raising the 

funds necessary to replace the main piece 
of equipment and to engage a landscape 
architect to further improve the space.  Funds 
raised from Party in the Park will support these 
initiatives, and donations are also gratefully 
accepted (tax receipts will be provided).

If you would like to learn more, or become 
involved, please contact Jennifer Deyel 
(jennifer.deyell@gmail.com) or Rachael 
MacKenzie-Neill (rachaelmackenzie@rogers.
com). More information can also be found at: 
www.healeywillanpark.wordpress.com.

This lovely little spot is an important 
community hub. Your support is much 
appreciated.

PARA Chairman’s Message

Welcome to the renewed Palmerston 
Area Residents’ Association newsletter. 
In this and subsequent editions, we 
will be announcing events, activities 
and issues of interest, and updating 
on PARA’s initiatives that support our 
mission:  to strengthen and preserve 
the stability, distinctive character and 
quality of life in our neighbourhood. 

We encourage you to watch this 
space and visit our PARA website: 
www.palmerstonara.org for informa-
tion on a variety of PARA action areas:

Greenspace and Beautifi cation: 

Preserving the beauty and green spaces 
of our neighbourhood, streetscapes 
and parks, through a range of initiatives 
including:  backyard tree-planting, 
monitoring unsightly obstructions and 
public planting projects – all aimed at 
beautifying and protecting the local 
environment.

Community Events: Assisting 
community volunteers in organizing 
events such as this past summer’s Party 
in the Park – both a fun family event 
and a fundraiser for the Healey Willan 
Park Improvement Project.

College Street Issues: Working 
with local residents and businesses 
to promote a healthy and vibrant 
economic mix on College Street and 
to minimize any negative impacts on 
adjacent residential areas.  

Zoning and Bylaws: Responding to 
residents’ concerns and aiding our com-
munity at large by interacting with our 
Ward Councillor and city and provincial 
government offi  cials and bodies to help 
ensure our neighbourhood continues 
to develop as a desirable living location.

We hope you fi nd this newsletter 
helpful and interesting. Please send us 
your ideas for events and issues that 
you think need attention and let us 
know how you would like to help. 

Revitalizing Healey Willan Park
by Rachel MacKenzie

Healey Willan Park hosted a successful “Party in the Park” event in summer 2010
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chair@palmerstonara.org
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THE fi rst Business Improvement  Area (or BIA) in the world was 
launched in Toronto by Bloor West Village 40 years ago. 

The BIA concept is simple: have the city collect an annual levy from 
businesses, hand over the funds to an elected board of volunteers, 
which then uses the money to market the area and improve the 
streetscape. Toronto now has 71 BIAs. 

One of the simplest and most eff ective initiatives that BIAs can 
undertake to beautify the streetscape is to set up sidewalk planters 
and keep the fl owers watered throughout the summer.  Recently, PARA 
did a quick tour of planters maintained by a few BIAs surrounding our 
neighbourhood.  

A Tale of Sidewalk Planters
by Ed Jackson • Photographs by Don Scott

Here’s a row of planters near 

Bloor and Dovercourt, supported 

by Bloorcourt Village BIA.

A planter maintained by College 

Promenade BIA near College 

and Ossington.

Koreatown BIA, 

between Palmerston 

Blvd and Christie on 

Bloor St, engaged 

students to paint 

colourful murals to 

brighten up their 

cement planters.

And, sadly, our least impressive 

image shows a typical stretch

of College St near Grace St, which

is part of the Little Italy BIA.We 

think it would look a lot more

inviting with properly maintained 

planters. What would it take to

nudge the Little Italy BIA to give 

us some fl oral colour along 

College St. next summer? 

THE old College St Baptist Church at the corner of College and 
Palmerston is currently undergoing a massive renovation 

to convert the sturdy brick structure into four luxury condominium 
units. The make-over of the local landmark is being overseen by 
developer Matthew Kosoy and building designer J F Brennan, who will 
be moving into the spectacular unit facing College St. No expense is 

being spared in the renovation and it will take some time before the 
work will be completed. “The church is where I plan to live for a very 
long time and I think the other owners feel the same way,” Mr Brennan 
said in a recent Globe and Mail article. “I love the idea of being able to 
help reinvent the neighbourhood, to bring it back to the days of its 
past glory.” 

Landmark Church on College St 
Gets a Major Facelift



F A L L  2 0 1 0  P a g e  4  E S T A B L I S H E D  1 9 8 5

NEWSLETTER MISSION

• We want to inform, educate and support our community on local issues • Help develop a sense of belonging and enjoyment in a safe 
community • Promote community betterment through active participation of residents • Support the growth of PARA membership

PARA EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE MEMBERS

Allan Reynolds (Chair); Linda Lapointe (College St. Committee); Paul Unterman (Treasurer & Membership Coordinator);
Doug Lowry (Secretary); Emerich Kaspar (Zoning & Bylaws); Donald Scott (Communications, Newsletter Coordinator); 

Ed Jackson (Communications, Website Coordinator); Fernanda Pisani (Communications, Newsletter Design); Graham Lewis 
(Greenspace & Beautifi cation); Rachael MacKenzie (Healey Willan Park Project); Johnny Lucas; James Choy.  

Visit our website at www.palmerstonara.org. Email us at info@palmerstonara.org.

New business ventures keep 
opening up along the commercial 
streets that border the PARA 
neighbourhood. The last few 
months have seen an astounding 
infl ux of business hopefuls. The 
wealth of new spots demonstrates 
the confi dence that small business 
operators are feeling about the 
commercial viability of the area, 
even in a down economy. We 
welcome these new ventures and 
wish them every success in the 
coming year.

Ici Bistro has fi nally been 
able to begin serving tasty 
meals at their location at the 
corner of Harbord and Manning. 
Chef J P Challet and businesss 
partner Jennifer Decorte fought 
a long hard battle to secure a 
liquor license for their intimate 
little restaurant. PARA initially 
opposed the granting of the 
license, based upon the unsavory 
history of previous businesses 
at this location across from 
Harbord Collegiate, but soon 

changed their position once the 
nature of the business and the 
commitment of the owners to the 
area became clear. Challet is also 
operating his catering business 
from the location. The restaurant 
is now open for dinners and 
turning away reservations. 
Visit their website at: www.

jpco.ca. Their presence is part 
of a welcome change coming 
to a formerly sleepy stretch of 
Harbord Street that now includes 
the popular Sam James Coff ee 

Bar and the unique afro-centric 
gift store Opyni. 

Board game cafes have been 
popular in South Korea and 
France for awhile, and now 
Toronto gets its very own. Snakes 

and Lattes opened on 600 Bloor 
St West at Markham St to the 
raves of the blogosphere. It’s a 
place to grab a bite, sip a coff ee 
and play one of more than 1500 
board games all day for only $5. 

Another used bookstore in the 
same area of Korea Town, Doug 

Miller Books, opened recently. 
Check out their selection at 
663 Bloor St. 

The former McDonald’s 
at Bloor and Markham has 
transformed itself into an Asian 
BBQ restaurant called Arisu 

Isakaya & Korean BBQ.
The College St neighbourhood 

can always use another good 
bakery and Woodlot Bakery 

and Restaurant, settling into 
the old Octapus Club location 
on Palmerston Ave just south of 
College St, fi lls the bill. It is now 
open for business.

Indie bookstore Balfour Books 
has moved to 468 College St, 
closer to Bathurst St, from its 
previous rental location at 600 
College. Book lovers will rejoice, 
because now that they own 
their own premises, it’s clear that 
one of Toronto’s best known 
used bookstores plans to stay 
in the neighbourhood for the 
foreseeable future. 

The good news is that the 
Big Chill, the ice cream parlour 
which moved at the beginning 
of the summer from a side 
street location to a bigger and 
brighter space facing College St 
at Manning Ave, is staying open 
to satisfy your ice cream cravings 
all winter. 

An additional option for gelato 
lovers is opening soon in the 
area. A gelato bar called The Mad 

Italian at 589 College St is joining 
its popular outlet on Bayview Ave. 

An interesting new business 
has opened at 419 College 
St just east of Bathurst. It’s a 

Persian hookah café called Café 

Awtash where patrons can share 
fl avoured tobacco or shisha 
through a communal hookah.

The College Street bar and 
restaurant scene is constantly 
changing. Bloc Twenty-Two, the 
latest resto-lounge to open at 
College and Clinton, touts itself as 
having the biggest dance fl oor on 
the street. Across the street is the 
recently opened Frank’s Kitchen. 
Further west of Grace St is another 
new bar called The Wilson 96 at 
615 College St. Closer to Markham 
St, the Korova Milk Bar in the 
old Pony restaurant space at 488 
College St features noisy live 
music on its second fl oor and a 
big patio in the back. 

It was inevitable that some 
popular chains would make their 
way to College St and the pizza 
joint Freshslice recently opened 
at outlet at 619 College St. 

Does Fido need medical 
attention? College Street Animal 

Hospital has set up shop at 486 
College St near the Medical Clinic. 

PA R A  N E W S  B R I E F S
Welcome to the Neighbourhood

Ici Bistro’s chefs Jennifer Decorte and J P Challet are open 

for business at Harbord and Manning
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WHAT Public swim time in the Central Tech pool
WHEN Every Saturday afternoon from 2 pm to 4 pm

WHERE Central Tech Pool at Lennox and 
Lippincott Streets, southeast of Bathurst, door 16

MAKE 
WAVES 

WITH US!
At the Central Tech 
Community Swim


