
P a l m e r s t o n  a r e a  r e s i d e n t s  a s s o c i a t i o n  n e w s l e t t e r 

the Palmerston area neighbour-
hood and its environs are 

coming under increasing pressure from 
development and intensification, from 
conversion of houses, to infill along 
college st., to the redevelopment of 
the massive Honest ed’s site, to propos-
als for large commercial and sports 
facilities on our borders. if we are to 
play an active and positive role in shap-
ing the future of our neighbourhood, 
we need to articulate the values that 
make this neighbourhood an attrac-
tive and vibrant place to live. a vision 
for the neighbourhood is an essential 
basis for negotiations with the city and 
developers, however large or small. 
Furthermore, the proposed changes in 
the municipal approval process for de-
velopment assume a neighbourhood 
vision that reflects the collective values 
of the community.

at our 2013 aGm we heard an inspir-
ing presentation by the architect and 
former city planner, Ken Greenberg, 
who spoke of trends in city building. 
Ken strongly advised us to begin think-
ing about our own neighbourhood, and 
gave his own association (wellington  
Place) as an example of how a neighbourhood  
vision had helped to shape development.

many Palmerston area residents have par-
ticipated in recent visioning exercises – the 
Bathurst st. study and the Four corners study 

– and these more detailed studies are 
part of the planning mix we need to 
consider. with Ken’s presentation and 
these studies in mind, the Board of 
Para has created a draft vision for your 
comment and consideration. (we have 
used wellington Place as a model.)

we would like your feedback on this 
draft vision. You can do this in  
two ways:

come to our aGm on may 21, listen 
to chief city planner Jennifer Kees-
maat, and offer your comments.

read the vision statement and  
post your responses on the Para  
website at: http://palmerstonara.org/
vision/.  PARA
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about para  (Palmerston area residents association) 
Para is a volunteer organization of residents committed to 
strengthening and preserving the stability, distinctive character  
and quality of life in the toronto neighbourhood bounded by Bloor 

and college, Grace and Bathurst streets.

para
Why do we need a neighbourhood vision?

by paul MacLean

past, present, and future, change is constant  
in our area. a vision will help direct it. 

above, Bstreet condos, - 2014; centre, Bathurst and 
Bloor street intersection - 1966;  top right, college 

street - 1970’s, lower right - Palmerston Blvd - 1908.
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updates from  
Mike Layton,  
City Councillor,  
ward 19 
at the request of myself and 
councillor adam Vaughan, the 
city is conducting a community 
planning study for Bathurst 
street. about a dozen public 
and stakeholder meetings and 

a planning meeting for the in-
tersection of Bathurst and Bloor 
have taken place. one  critical 
observation of the study is that 
the city must limit the size of 
retail spaces on Bathurst to pro-
tect the character of the street 
and the existing retail in the 
neighbourhood. 

i believe the Bathurst study 
will strengthen our existing zon-

ing by-laws and ensure that any 
future development will respect 
the immediate context. we have 
been successful in reshaping 
the riocan development at 
Bathurst and college to prevent 
a walmart superstore and we 
need to continue to advance 
a community vision for our 
neighbourhood to protect its  
character. 

The purpose of this vision statement  
is to provide general criteria by which residents 
can assess and influence development propos-
als that affect our neighbourhood. Please read it 
and then respond to the questions below. 

Palmerston area is an historic, downtown 
mixed-use neighbourhood with a ma-
ture tree canopy. the residential streets 

are comprised primarily of older, low- rise 
houses that originally reflected a wide range 
of economic statuses.  it has a small, well-used 
park and primary and secondary schools with 
surrounding green spaces. Bordered by three 
busy avenues with many businesses and res-
taurants, it is divided by Harbord, a very busy 
east/west street. 

we wish to preserve and enhance the quali-
ties that make this neighbourhood livable for 
a diverse population while recognizing the 
benefits intensification can bring to the vitality 
and economic health of our city. 

public assets
a green canopy is vital to the health, ecology 
and aesthetics of our neighbourhood.  new 
development should include landscaping 
plans that contribute to the canopy with addi-
tional significant shade trees of diverse species. 

Palmerston is a walkable neighbourhood. 
we need to preserve that walkability and en-
courage major improvements to Bathurst st. 
new developments must ensure pedestrian 
safety and not add significant car traffic.

many residents also depend on bicycles as 
their chief form of transportation. we support 
existing bike lanes and new lanes if they do 

not decrease pedestrian safety. 
traffic calming is necessary to support al-

ternative modes of transportation, maintain 
air quality, ensure safety, and decrease noise. 
developments that would drastically increase 
car traffic and congestion in the area will be 
actively opposed. all new developments must 
provide traffic impact studies conducted by 
neutral third parties.

the Para area has too little public open 
space. what spaces we do have – Healey willan 
Park, the schoolyards of clinton street Junior 
Public school and Harbord collegiate – are vital 
to the social, civic and recreational health of all 
residents and must always be maintained for 
public use.  we welcome the creation of new 
public space as part of development plans.

built Form
the residential neighbourhood is currently 
composed of historical, consistent, low-rise 
streetscapes. while we support some moder-
ate intensification, new development needs to 

be restricted in height to low-rise on residen-
tial streets and mid-rise on commercial streets; 
mid-rises should include setbacks to preserve 
scale and privacy and to prevent shadowing; 
heritage architecture should be preserved for 
the sake of consistent streetscapes and the 
maintenance of property values.

on main streets (college, Bloor, Bathurst) we 
support intensification but feel strongly that: 

•  big box stores and drive-thrus must be 
prohibited

•  surface parking for new developments 
must be prohibited

•  new development should support a vari-
ety of uses (small-scale commercial, resi-
dential, office, retail and/or institutional).

diversity
we support a diverse community – social, 
economic, family size, age, ability and live/
work. new development should include units 
of various sizes and/or configurations. due to 
the age of the neighbourhood, amenities are 
not always accessible. wherever possible, ac-
cessibility should be improved. 

please post your responses on our web 
site: http://palmerstonara.org/vision/

in general, do you affirm this vision  
statement for the Palmerston area  
neighbourhood?
Yes/No
are there elements you would delete?
Yes/No. If yes, what are they?
are there elements you would add?
Yes/No. If yes, what are they?
are there elements you would change?
thank you!  PARA

Palmerston Area Vision Statement

the palmerston area streetscapes are known 
throughout the city for their mature tree canopy,  

an important part of our vision.
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Changes to  
Liquor Licence Rules
my office has worked very 
closely with Para attaching 
conditions to liquor licences to 
ensure residents’ concerns are 
addressed to mitigate any nega-
tive effects on our community. in 
march, the alcohol and Gaming 
commission of ontario (aGco) 
informed the city that it will no 
longer enforce conditions at-

tached to liquor licences. 
in response to the aGco’s 

actions, city council passed a 
motion requiring liquor licence 
applicants complete the cen-
tre for addiction and mental 
Health safer Bars program and 
obtain a letter of support from 
the local mPP. if these condi-
tions are not met, the city will 
declare the application “not in 
the public interest” and take it 

to the licence appeal tribunal. 
i wrote a letter to ontario’s 

attorney General, co-signed by 
32 of my councillor colleagues, 
demanding the Province en-
force conditions on liquor li-
cences. i will continue to defend 
the hard-won conditions placed 
on licences so our communities 
have the peace of mind that 
their quality of life will not be 
negatively impacted.

Community Environment Day
Please join me thursday, may 
22nd from 4 p.m. to 8 p.m. at 
Fred Hamilton Park for our ward 
19 community environment 
day.  i am hosting 8 community 
compost days to help all the 
gardeners in the ward prepare 
for the growing season. Please 
check my website for dates, 
times, and locations. http://
mikelayton.ca 
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the results of a brief city of toronto traffic 
study of Palmerston Boulevard, conducted 

november 26-28, 2013 at Para’s request, are 
shown below. the “85th Percentile speed” 
column means that fifteen percent of vehicles 
were travelling at 35-38 km/h; the posted 

limit is 30km/h. a study done in august 1994 
showed daily northbound and southbound 
traffic volumes of 1,599 and 1,564, respec-
tively—comparable to the 2013 volumes. the 

14 speed bumps on Palmerston were installed 
in 1998. if you have concerns about traffic in 
our area please complete the traffic issue log at 
www.http://palmerstonara.org/.

many residents from the Para dis-
trict participated in the Bathurst 

study 2013 – 2014, which makes recom-
mendations for built form, land use, 
heritage, public realm and retail along 
Bathurst st. from Queen to dupont. we 
highly recommend viewing the draft 
reports generated by this study at http://
toronto.ca/planning/bathurst.htm 

not too much change is recommend-
ed for the part of Bathurst that falls into 
the Para district. most continues to be 
zoned as residential. Para members have 
opposed changing the designation of the 
randolph academy to mixed-use zoning. 

the real test of this study and other 
visions for the neighbourhood will come 
with proposals for the redevelopment of 
the Honest ed’s site.

Bathurst Study

Palmerston Boulevard - Speed and Volume Summary
table 1 - Between Lennox Street and Herrick Street

date direction traffic Volume average speed 85th Percentile 
speed

tuesday, november 
26, 2013

northbound 1,378 27 km/h 35 km/h

southbound 1,426 30 km/h 37 km/h

Both 2,804 29 km/h 36 km/h

wednesday, 
november 27, 2013

northbound 1,322 27 km/h 35 km/h

southbound 1,458 29 km/h 38 km/h

Both 2,780 28 km/h 37 km/h

thursday, november 
28, 2013

northbound 1,415 27 km/h 35 km/h

southbound 1,502 29 km/h 38 km/h

Both 2,917 28 km/h 27 km/h

aVeraGe

northbound 1,372 27 km/h 35 km/h

southbound 1,462 29 km/h 38 km/h

Both 2,834 28 km/h 37 km/h

Palmerston Boulevard – traffic study from november 26-28, 2013

table 2 - Between Ulster Street and College Street

date direction traffic Volume average speed 85th Percentile 
speed

tuesday, november 
26, 2013

northbound 1,071 28 km/h 37 km/h

southbound 1,285 29 km/h 37 km/h

Both 2,356 29 km/h 37 km/h

wednesday, 
november 27, 2013

northbound 1,102 29 km/h 38 km/h

southbound 1,334 28 km/h 35 km/h

Both 2,436 28 km/h 36 km/h

thursday,
november 28, 2013

northbound 1,191 30 km/h 39 km/h

southbound 1,392 29 km/h 37 km/h

Both 2,583 29 km/h 38 km/h

aVeraGe

northbound 1,121 29 km/h 38 km/h

southbound 1,337 29 km/h 36 km/h

Both 2,458 29 km/h 37 km/
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MeMbershIp and renewaL ForM 2014  

You can become a new member or renew your yearly membership in one of two easy ways:

written: Fill in this form and mail it with your cheque to our membership coordinator

website:  Go online to Para’s website www.palmerstonara.org/about-us/membership/ 
and use our simple digital form to pay for your membership through PayPal

(Note that membership fees are for one year only, renewable each February)

pLease prInt CLearLY

name:___________________________________________________________________________________ 

address (please include unit number if appropriate)_______________________________________________

____________________________________________________________   Postal code___________________

Phone #  ( _  _  _ )  _  _  _  -  _  _  _  _             email___________________________________________________

  new member            renewing member  

payment (check appropriate box)

 cash       cheque (Please make your cheque payable to Para)

 individual voting member.......$25

 supporting member/family membership (to provide additional support for Para activities.......$40 
 
 super supporting member (to provide maximum support for Para activities).......$50
 

please mail your cheque to:   
Paul unterman, Para membership coordinator

446 markham street
toronto, on m6G 2l2

para
Palmerston area residents association (Para) is actively working on behalf of area residents to improve 
our local neighbourhood. Your membership donation helps to fund Para’s efforts to lobby for sensible  
development, support communication mechanisms like our website, protect the character and beauty of 
the neighbourhood, and maintain the quality of life we all enjoy here. 

JoIn!
renew!
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ag m
wednesday, May 21, 7 – 9:30 p.m. 

at College st. united Church, the corner of bathurst and College.

Agenda:
Guest speaker: Chief planner for the City of toronto, Jennifer Keesmaat,

who will speak on the role of neighbourhood vision in city development.

• Discussion of the draft vision printed in this newsletter and on our web site.

• Update on the work of PARA over the past year, including preliminary discussions regarding the Honest Ed’s site.

• A motion to incorporate PARA as a not-for-profit organization, and to approve the by-laws of our association.

Why you should become a member of PARA
Para is a voluntary association of residents who live in the district. each year we elect a board who work on behalf 
of Para to keep this neighbourhood an attractive and vibrant place to live. other members of Para serve on com-
mittees and task groups to fulfill our aims. this commitment represents hundreds of volunteer hours each year, all 
to benefit our neighbourhood.

PARA is only as strong as its membership.  
we and you are far more effective when together we speak and act through an organization.

Here is some of what we did last year:
• Party-in-the-Park: organized an annual fun event in Healey Willan Park  

to build community relationships and to raise money for park improvements

• Organized a neighbourhood clean-up in the fall

• Organized naming a lane in honour of our late chair, Allan Reynolds

• Produced two newsletters which were sent out to all residents and businesses (1800)

• Sent out nearly 100 e-blasts to our membership to inform them of events and issues 
affecting our neighbourhood and city

• Facilitated disputes on issues of noise control, licensing and minor variances

• Opposed licence applications

• Vetted all applications to the Committee of Adjustment, the Alcohol 
and Gaming commission of ontario and other bodies

• Opposed developments on our boundaries that would have  
a significant negative impact on the quality of life in our neighbourhood

• Participated in major city-planning exercises on Bathurst St and the Four Corners of Bloor and Bathurst

• Involved our membership in creating a vision for our neighbourhood

• Held a stimulating AGM with Ken Greenberg speaking on trends in city building

By becoming a member or renewing your membership, you help Para maintain its strength and credibility. as a member you will 
receive e-blasts, be able to vote at our aGm, receive support for neighbourhood issues that affect you, and have opportunities for 
community involvement. the modest membership fees are the chief financial support for our work. 

Visit our website! And come to our AGM on May 21!

para
P a l m e r s t o n  a r e a  r e s i d e n t s  a s s o c i a t i o n
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Planet Palmerston
It is nearly time again for Planet Palmerston  — 
the 6th annual community Yard sale in support of 
Habitat for Humanity toronto.  Planet Palmerston 
this year will be on saturday, June 21st (rain date 

June 22nd), and there will be yard sales, bake sales, plant sales, live 
music, a raffle, BBQ and who knows what else!

Palmerston residents from Bloor to college are invited to participate 
by holding a sale and donating a portion of their profits to the char-
ity. all are invited to donate sale items or baked goods at the ‘Habitat 
Headquarters’ at 351 Palmerston Blvd.; 100% of sales go to the charity. 

we invite everyone to come out to Palmerston Blvd., college to 
Bloor street, to enjoy the day and support a great cause!

For more information or to help with the event please email mack-
enzie at planetpalmerston@gmail.com or visit our facebook page 
at https://www.facebook.com/PlanetPalmerston.

Party in the Park
the annual party in the park 
will be held at Healey willan Park 
on sunday, June 1st from 2-5. the 
wading pool will be open, there 
will be live music, face painting, fire 
trucks, police horses, a bake sale/
competition and BBQ sausages. 

money raised in previous years has funded the little Free library, 
gardening supplies and the community bulletin board. we hope  
you’ll join us!

p a r a  s p o t l i g h t   
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Celebrations for easter and passover are well established traditions in the Para neighbourhood. 
For instance, the procession from st. Francis roman catholic church on Grace street takes over little 
italy on Good Friday every year, and is an opportunity for those that have moved away from the area 
to come back, celebrate, and reminisce. the Passover seder is celebrated at home with loved ones and 
Passover services observed at the synagogue.

tucked away on clinton  street north of college is a jewel that many may not have noticed. it is the 
Greek orthodox church of the Holy trinity. the building was originally a private residence but was turned 
into a church in 1972. the pristine white walls and gold icons inside the church make one think that it 
belongs on the shores of the mediterranean. the congregation is led by Father constantinos who presides 
over a congregation of about 150 members from across the Greek community in the downtown area. 

members of the church as well as many from outside the area come to celebrate Holy week (Palm 
sunday through easter sunday). since the date of the Greek orthodox easter is based on a modified 
Julian calendar the festivities usually don’t occur at the same time as other christian easter celebrations. 
in 2014, however, Greek orthodox easter was celebrated on the same day as easter in the western church 
— sunday, april 20, 2014, and during the same week as Jewish Passover. 

each day of the week leading to easter sunday has a special significance. For example on Holy thurs-
day bright dyed red eggs that are symbolic of easter in Greece are prepared. on Good Friday the death 

of christ is formally mourned. Holy satur-
day is filled with anticipation of the cel-
ebration of easter and the resurrection. 
People begin to gather in the church by 
9 p.m. for the easter services. large white 
candles are carried by just about all of 
the faithful. at midnight the church bells 
toll as the priest announces:  “Christos 
Anesti!” . . . christ is risen. church mem-
bers then gather outside.  although the 
saturday rituals continue to 2:30 a.m., 
the sight of so many faithful people 
carrying white candles at midnight in an 
urban setting is quite breath-taking! 
— Fernanda Pisani

Our Neighbourhood:  
A Vibrant Area

the large central area of Palmerston–little italy,  located between 
Bathurst street to the east, Bloor street to the north, dovercourt 
road to the west and college street to the  south, is a primarily 
mature downtown neighbourhood consisting of narrow tree-lined 
streets full of Victorian semi-detached, detached and row houses 
with parking off a rear laneway.

most of the neighbourhood was built in the late 19th century and 
became home to large numbers of irish and British, then Jewish, and 
later italian and Portuguese immigrants. in the 1990s, gentrifica-
tion of the neighbourhood began when many young professionals 
moved in, drawn by inexpensive homes and a strong community.

there are several vibrant commercial strips including ossington 
avenue, dundas street and mirvish Village but the heart and soul of 
the area belongs to little italy’s famed college street which is now 
considered a twenty-something’s version of the club district. 

teeming with restaurants, gelato parlours and cafes, fresh fruit 
and vegetable markets and mouth-watering bakeries, the area’s en-
during popularity has attracted all demographic groups, from afflu-
ent home buyers to working-class families, college students to club 
kids. in addition to the modern infill homes that are popping up, a 
few new condo projects are making the college streetscape sizzle.

with a vibrant night life, two bursting summer street festivals, a 
killer music store, a cinema/production house, this is one of the hot-
test places to live in the city. landmarks include Honest ed’s, italian 
walk of Fame, royal cinema, cafe diplomatico, Bitondos Pizza, Bar 
italia, riviera Bakery, and sicilian ice cream. — Clive McLean
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newsLetter MIssIon
• To inform, educate and support our community on local issues • Help develop a sense of belonging and enjoyment in a safe community  

• Promote community betterment through active participation of residents • Support the growth of PARA membership

para exeCutIVe CoMMIttee MeMbers
Paul maclean (chair), James choy (newsletter), Jennifer deyell (Healey willan Park/ Party in the Park), emerich Kaspar (Zoning & Bylaws), 

Graham lewis (Greenspace & Beautification), doug lowry (secretary), rachael macKenzie (Healey willan Park/ Party in the Park), Fernanda 
Pisani (communications, newsletter design), donald scott (communications: eBlasts, newsletter and website coordinator), ian scott 

(Planning: Built Form), Heather schramm (cycling), Paul unterman (treasurer & membership coordinator). For electronic versions of the 
newsletter content and additional information on Para, visit our website at  www.palmerstonara.org.  email us at info@palmerstonara.org.

W e l c O m e  t O  t h e  N e i g h B O u R h O O d
Business ventures along the commercial streets in the PARA neighbourhood are constantly changing. 

we welcome new businesses that bring a greater range of services closer to our homes.

snakes and Lagers, 
sister to snakes 
and lattes on Bloor 
street, opened Feb-
ruary 1 at 488 col-
lege st. this gastro-
games-pub provides 
a large selection of 
draft beers, foods, 
and access to a 
curated library of 
games.  the server 
Gurus will gladly 
share their passion 
for gaming and 
can help you find a 
game that comple-
ments your evening.

looking for home 
decor or gift items 
with a middle east-
ern flair?  check out 
petit souk at 550 
college. 

a little italy 
branch of national 
franchise Menchies 
Frozen Yogurt is 
now located at 623 
college. menchie’s 
will host your next special events 
with party packages to fit any 
budget and occasion.   menchie’s 
believes in putting community 
before commerce, and therefore 
their stores partner with local 
schools and organizations in 
fundraising activities. menchie’s 
actively donates thousands of 
dollars to local school programs 

and charitable  
organizations  
each year.

little italy new-
comer bar Isabel, 
at 797 college, is a 
great local place to 
go for spanish tapas.  
Grant van Gameren’s 
latest venture has 
been rated number 
one in “canada’s Best 
new restaurants” by 
air canada’s enroute 
magazine.

opening in June 
2014 at 705 college 
st (formerly creme)
will be YamChops.  
this specialty 
grocery store bills 
itself as a vegetarian 
butcher shop mak-
ing items such as 
vegan ground “beef.” 
the kitchen will 
open in early June 
for lunch deliveries, 
home deliveries and 
catering. 

welcome back to bar negroni 
which opened april 24 2014 as 
a casual sit-down bar. Following 
the closure of Bruda, 492 college 
has been reopened by sidecar 
owners Bill sweete and casey 
Bee. the menu being developed 
will feature favourite paninis from 
their original menu as well as 
new items.  PARA

Of note . . .
barrio Coreano is the latest outpost 
from david sidhu, and his fourth edition 
to the successful Playa cabana brand 
located in toronto’s K-town. the 75-seat 
restaurant marries mexican classics with 
Korean influences and flavour profiles. 

the aesthetic is consistent with mr. sidhu’s other restaurants  
and features exposed brick, recycled wood, bowling alley floors,  
and neon lighting. 

the menu, written on a blackboard, consists of small plates and 
various snacks that are easy to share. some of the bocaditos like K-mex 
slaw, grilled calamari with burnt arbol kimchi, and watermelon sashimi 
are great starts. the eclectic tacos, from $5-$7 each are all creative and 
tasty. if you’re feeling hungry, the 32 oz. cowboy ribeye with Korean 
BBQ sauce and pineapple kimchi is a great item to share with a group 
of friends. the bar throws out cocktails such as kimchi sours, goji ne-
gronis, soju sangria, and a good selection of mexican beers like dos 
equis, negra modelo, tecate, and sol.

Barrio coreano, located at 642 Bloor street west, is open tuesday 
through sunday from 12:00 noon to 11:00 p.m.  — Loren Ackerman

unveiling ceremony
allan reynolds was a long-time resident on euclid 
avenue along with his wife Joan reynolds and his 
two sons andrew and christopher. He loved living 

in the neighbourhood and was a popular and tireless 
chair of Para’s board for many years as well as being in-

volved in many other volunteer organizations. unfortunately 
allan passed away suddenly in January of 2013. in honour of allan the 
Para board will recognize allan’s many contributions to our neigh-
bourhood in a lasting way.  with the support of friends and neighbours 
along euclid and manning streets, the Para board petitioned the 
city to name the laneway between those streets Allan Reynolds Lane. 
Please join allan’s wife Joan, the Para board, city officials and your 
neighbours in the unveiling ceremony for the laneway sign at the lane 
entrance on euclid just north of college on June 22 at 3 p.m.d
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