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Dear neighbours,
With the municipal election 
now behind us, our city is ready 
to move forward again. I want to 
thank you for the trust and con-
fidence you have shown in me. 
I promise to continue working 
closely with you as our commu-
nity faces the challenges of our 
ever-growing and changing city.

two issues that will be top of 
mind include the future of Mirv-
ish Village and the Central tech-
nical School sports field.

Over the past several months, 
I have met with the Palmerston 
Area Residents’ Association 
(PARA) board, residents, and the 
new owner of the Mirvish Vil-
lage site in an effort to obtain 
valuable input prior to the antici-
pated application submission in 
early 2015. 

In the past year, I have worked 
alongside PARA and other 
residents’ associations towards 
a resolution to the Central tech-
nical School sports field issue. 
though deliberations with the 
tDSB and their private sector 
partner have been difficult, I, 
along with the newly elected 
tDSB trustee Ausma Malik and 

ward 20 City Councillor 
Joe Cressy, will continue to 
work to find a solution that 
ensures the field will be 
open and usable as quickly 
as possible for students and 
the community.

I am proud of PARA for 
their ongoing work to bet-
ter define a community 
vision for development in 

the area. the Development 
Vision drafted by PARA 
will be a useful tool in 
determining how we as a 
community evaluate future 
development applications.

I look forward to work-
ing with all of you to 
ensure that this vision 
is implemented and the 
unique character of our 
community is both pro-
tected and enhanced.
Yours in community, 
Mike Layton
City Councillor, ward 19, 
trinity-Spadina
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about para  (Palmerston Area Residents  
Association) PARA is a volunteer organization  
of residents committed to strengthening  
and preserving the stability, distinctive character 
and quality of life in the toronto neighbourhood 
bounded by Bloor and College, Grace and  
Bathurst Streets.

para
Election 

Update 2014

Councillor Mike Layton returned for a second 
term by a large majority of voters. 

JoIn 
us noW!

—see inside
for details

A message from 
new TDSB Trustee 

Ausuma Malik

thank you to the residents of 
trinity-Spadina for the sup-

port and trust to serve as your 
next tDSB trustee!

Over the last weeks 
and months, I had 
the incredible op-
portunity to meet so 
many of you – at your 
doorsteps, schools 
and farmers markets. 
you shared your dedi-
cation, motivation 
and concern about 
the local issues that 
matter, and affirmed 

that public education matters. As 
Palmerston Area Residents know 
well, public schools are at the 
heart of our community – and 
community is at the heart of our 
public schools.

I am passionate about our 
community and about 
public education.

As trustee for a di-
verse neighbourhood 
like ours, that means 
building an inclusive 
and responsive public 
school system driven 
by accountability, eq-
uity and opportunity 
for all.

I am committed to 
working with you, and 

for you, to make that happen. 
working together, I know:

• We can provide each student 
with the support to thrive today.

• We can keep our schools open 
and well-maintained so that they 
can be vibrant community hubs.

• We can listen and consult 
meaningfully with all members  
of the public school community.

My term as your tDSB trustee 
begins on December 1st, 2014. I 
look forward to working together 
and I would love to hear from you 
about your priorities, as parents 
and as community members. 
Please do not hesitate to email  
me your thoughts and concerns.  
I can be reached at contact@ 
ausmamalik.ca   PARA
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Central tech school
Field update 

With other nearby resident associa-
tions, PARA invited candidates for 
City Council and tDSB trustee to sign 
a letter that opposes the commer-
cialization of the CtS field and the 
tDSB dome proposal and supports 
the restoration of the field to natural 
soil and turf. the letter sets out a 
process of community engagement 
for finding a solution to the various 
issues to be resolved. (the letter is 
available on the PARA web site.) All 
three recently elected officials (Mike 
Layton, Joe Cressy and Ausma Malik) 
signed the letter. 

Having lost its application to the 
Committee of Adjustment (and two 

related cases at Ontario Superior 
Court) the tDSB is proceeding with 
an appeal to the Ontario Municipal 
Board, with a date for the appeal  
to be set on november 25. the City, 
Harbord Village Residents’ Associa-
tion and PARA will be opposing this 
appeal.

why are we opposed to the dome 
proposal? the potential advantages 
of a commercial dome are weighed 
against community impacts. we 
believe the students deserve an 
excellent playing field, but that need 
not be at such a high cost to the 
community. 
These are the costs:

•  10,000+ non-CTS users of the 
field per week (sports clubs  

who rent the fields)
•  5,000 cars a week onto Borden 

Street, and parking on nearby 
neighbourhood streets

•  commercialization of public 
school lands for 21+ years

•  limitation of community access 
to 5% of hours a week 

•  lack of public oversight or 
controls on the commercial 
operation 

•  restriction of heritage views 
from within the building and 
from Bathurst Street (dome is 8 
stories high)

• elimination of the only publicly-
accessible greenspace in this tightly-
packed downtown neighbourhood.

In a letter to Briony Glassco, in-

terim trustee for ward 10, PARA chair 
Paul MacLean, wrote: “Residents and 
their resident associations and coun-
cillors have made serious objections 
to the tDSB plan and its negative 
impact on the neighbourhood. 

“they have also put forward vari-
ous viable alternatives for the CtS 
field that do not involve artificial 
turf, a dome, and most important, 
commercialization of the property. 
However, these objections and al-
ternatives have not been considered 
on their merits, but are dismissed by 
the tDSB because they would dis-
rupt its business plan. this is the nub 
of the conflict and the reason that 
a workable solution has not been 
achieved.”

A Labour of Love Comes to Fruition
Recollections of a Neighbourhood: Huron-Sussex from UTS to Stop Spadina

Vision Statement and Incorporation

 A s the Palmerston area experiences more development pressure, PARA wants to ensure that new proj-
ects enhance the neighbourhood. we have given residents a voice by incorporating as a legal body 

so that we will have standing at OMB hearings and by creating a vision statement (http://palmerstonara. 
org/vision/), which conveys to potential developers what residents value about our neighbourhood.

“For residents of Huron-Sussex,  
 for the University of toronto,  

and to celebrate the priceless heritage  
they share” —  John Parry,  publisher

In this engaging geographical 
memoir of an historic toronto 

neighbourhood, editors nancy 
williams (1927-2010) and Marie 
Scott-Baron (1921-1999) present 
residents’ recollections not only of 
the special moments of daily life 
that have made their community 
unique but also of their collective resis-
tance in the face of potential destruction. this 
lavishly illustrated and lively volume takes the 
reader from the semi-feudal land grants of 
the 1790s, to the creation of a new suburb in 
the same Victorian era in which the beautiful 
University College and Parliament Building 
were built, right through to the building of 
the Robarts Library and Rochdale College. 
It also chronicles the sudden and dramatic 
death of the would-be Spadina Expressway. 

Part history and part memoir, Recollections 

of a Neighbourhood gives the reader a sense 
of the people and events that have made  
this neighbourhood so special: academics, 
writers, activists, artists, and neighbours — all 

working together to build and 
preserve a distinctive toronto 

enclave of which they, and we, 
could be proud. Recollections  

reveals the history and the tex-
ture of life in a lively, close-knit, 

somewhat bohemian 
Victorian-era neigh-

bourhood in central 
toronto. 

Anne Vellone, a graphic de-
signer/photographer who has 
lived in Little Italy since 1962, wit-
nessed the Spadina Expressway 
and Rochdale battles/campaigns 
firsthand. As a lover of architec-
ture and a toronto-based advo-
cate, she was thrilled to work on 
this project. through her photo 
research, her photographs of the neighbour-
hood, and her interviews with residents, she 

has helped to transform this informative book 
into the visually rich volume that it is. the 
book contains some never-before-published 
photos of Rochdale in its heyday and of the 
Annex area during the time of the Spadina 
Expressway controversy, with insights from 
those who were there. 

“we are the community that  
almost wasn’t...” –  Susan Worts, neighbour

 
Publisher John Parry of words 

Indeed Publishing Inc. (www.
wordsindeed.ca) launched  
Recollections of a neighbour-
hood in 2013. In the spring, the 
book won a silver Best Inde-
pendent Publisher award (‘IPPy’ 
awards are based in the U.S). 

For more information please 
contact Anne at info@vellone 
design.com. For upcoming book 
signing/presentation dates  

and to purchase a book please visit www. 
recollectionsofaneighbourhood.com.   PARA
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Porch Talks:  
Sharing residents’ 

expertise

Our neighbourhood 
is known for its 

porches. Historically, these 
open, semi-private, semi-public 
spaces where people sit and 
can be seen have invited neigh-
bours to drop by and chat.

In the same way, Porch talks 

grew out of casual conversations 
about the upcoming develop-
ment of Mirvish Village by west-
bank Corporation.  there was a 
clear desire to understand the 
development process and how 
residents might best influence 
the outcome. A few of us tried 
slogging through textbooks and 
on-line sources only to realize 
that it would be more efficient 
for us as a group to ask an expert. 
Paul Hess, Associate Professor of 
the Department of Geography 
and Planning at the University of 
toronto, is a fellow resident and 
agreed to meet twice with inter-
ested residents on a local porch.

with handouts and charts, 
Paul guided us through the 
submission of a development 
application to city council, an 8- 
to 10-step evaluation spanning 
a minimum of 9 months. the 
required “public meetings” come 

close to the end of the process, 
when they are least likely to be 
effective. through Section 37 of 
the Ontario Planning Act, each 
ward’s councilor has discretion-
ary power to secure cash or 
in-kind contributions from the 
developer in return for allowing 
them to exceed existing height 
and density restrictions. nego-
tiations between developers and 
councilors are highly variable. 
the contributions tend to be al-
located within the ward bound-
aries as “desirable visual ameni-
ties” such as parks, roads and 
streetscapes, and public art. we 
realized that for residents’ input 
to be meaningful, we needed to 
make our opinions known and 
engage with Councilor Mike 
Layton early in the process. Four 
residents’ associations partici-
pated in the Residents’ Opinion 
Survey and are involved in on-

going discussions with Layton as 
well as westbank. 

David Moos, the past Chair 
of the City of toronto’s Art 
Committee for Public Places, 
former Curator of Modern and 
Contemporary Art at the AGO, 
and until recently a resident of 
Markham Street, spoke at one 
of our meetings. His talk, Sec-
tion 37 and Public Art,” gave us 
an overview of toronto’s failures 
and successes in commissioned 
work. David praised westbank 
Corporation for approaching 
the AGO for help with obtaining 
“Rising,” the sculpture by Zhang 
Huan outside the Shangri-La 
Hotel. this work represents the 
first public commission of work 
by an artist of Asian origin in 
toronto. David also commended 
westbank’s installation of Stan 
Douglas’ two-story-high 
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A Mirvish Village task Group has been 
formed to gather the view of residents 

and to keep them informed about the pro-
posed development of the Mirvish Village/
Honest Ed’s site by westbank Corporation. 
the task group operates under the aegis of 
the PARA board, and has representation from 
all four resident associations: PARA - Palmer-
ston Area Residents’ Association; ARA - Annex 
Residents’ Association; SVRA - Seaton Village 
Residents’  Association; HVRA - Harbord Vil-
lage Residents’  Association.

In June and July of this year, a question-
naire was circulated and made available on 
the web sites of all four Residents’ Associa-
tions.  the purpose of the questionnaire was 
to obtain as wide a variety of input from the 
local residents, those who will be most af-
fected by the construction process and the 
eventual development erected on this one-
and-a-half-city-block site.

the response rate, given the relatively short 

time over which results were taken, was  
gratifying: in addition to the two hundred  
respondents from these associations,  
76 non-members from the area completed  
the questionnaire.

the complete survey report with details of 
responses can be downloaded from the PARA 
“Vision” page, here www.palmerstonara.org/
vision/.  Following is a priority based summary 
of some of the key findings:

 Which are the public amenities  
most desired?

1. Green space
2.  A Civic Plaza
3.  A Community Cultural Centre

 What are the most important type  
of residential units to include?

1.  Large family units
2.  Live/work units
3.  Assisted care units
4.  Low income units

 What are the most important commercial 
units to include?

1.  Small, independent retail
2.  Market
3.  Artists’ studios
4.  Restaurants

 What are the most important  
UnDERGROUnD amenities?

1.  Parking/Storage for bicycles
2.  Parking for vehicles
3.  Connection to subway

Mirvish Village Development – Residents’ Opinions Survey

Mirvish Village will soon be redeveloped. Check out 
the full survey results at: www.palmerstonara.org

continued on page 5
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the neighbourhood 
community needs 

your help! 

We are looking for expertise and 
interest in planning, cycling, legal, 
and community-building events. 
Contact us through our web site 
(www.palmerstonara.org). Time 

limited commitments are available.

the City  
is evolving!

the city is trying to update 
and modernize the planning 
process. A key part of that for 
people living in toronto now 
and in the future is determin-
ing the process of how we 
decide what the city will look 
like – how will it evolve?

the City of toronto is cur-
rently examining its Urban 
Design Policies to decide how 
they should be reflected in the 
next iteration of the Official 
Plan. we – you – are invited to 
participate in this process.

the City is holding a series 
of Open Houses to discuss 
this and get feedback from 
citizens. But each meeting 
reaches a few hundred peo-
ple at most, there aren’t many 
of them, and they’re not  
always at convenient times  
and locations.

Fear not: in the comfort 
of your own home, wherever 
you keep your computer, you 
can quickly complete a short 
survey to provide city officials 
insight into what we the resi-
dents value and hope to see in 
the future. this is not a “check 
the box” exercise, but a chance 
to express what you like now, 
what needs improvement and 
where more radical change is 
needed.

The deadline for com-
pleting this is December 1, 
2014, so do it now! Go to: 
http://fluidsurveys.com/s/
urbandesignmatters/

Laneway named in memory Allan Reynolds

the lane between Euclid and Manning was formally named after Allan Reynolds, PARA’s former  
chairperson, on June 23/2014. the Reynolds family have been long time residents of Euclid Ave 

and Allan an active volunteer in the community. the lane carries many memories for his sons Chris and 
Andrew it’s where they first 
played catch and he coached 
them on riding a bike sans 
training wheels. As his wife 
Joan recalls, “PARA was Allan’s 
vehicle for getting to meet 
more people! It was all so in-
teresting to him and he knew 
without a doubt that this was 
an involvement that would 
go on to enrich his retirement 
years.” Full versions of the 
speeches given by the Reyn-
olds family at the lane-naming 
event are available on the PARA 
website: www.palmerstonara.
org/about-us/.   PARA

thanks to the efforts of the harbord bIa and harbord Village residents association, november 1 is a day for a 
special tradition in the community. As a segue to the fun and efforts of Halloween celebrations, pumpkins that graced  

the neighbourhood porches and yards are displayed along Harbord Street between Bathurst and Spadina.  
the merchants and restaurant owners of Harbord Street contribute to the festivities with edible treats as well  

as their own jack-o’lantern creations. the result is a fun-filled and wondrous evening for all to enjoy.

the un veiling of allan reynolds 
Lane was officiated by (left to right), 

Paul MacLean, Andrew and Joan 
Reynolds, Michael Layton.

toronto archives has a large number of videos that you can view 
through youtube.  If you have youtube installed on your computer just 
enter “toronto Archives” in the search area and then enjoy a fascinatng 
look at our city and neighbourhood then and now.  One local example  
is found by searching for “toronto Archives Clinton” which finds  
a video of scenes from Clinton Street in the early 1940’s.  Enjoy!

have a yearning to make cabbage rolls?  Instead of boiling the whole 
cabbage to soften the leaves you can core and then freeze it. After the cabbage is frozen you simply thaw it 
and the leaves will be soft and pliable – perfect for making your rolls.

have you noticed the green-painted road area along harbord street?  when the city redid the bicycle 
lanes along Harbord they painted areas at some intersections in green to indicate that there is no buffer zone 
between the bicycle lane and the car lane. Extra caution should be used at these intersections.
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Planet Palmerston 2014

Councilor Mike Layton and community members checking out the wares at one of the yard sales. 
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this year’s Party in the Park was held on Sunday, June 1st. we had great weather  
and an amazing turnout. thanks to the always fabulous Sometimes Quintet  

and to the extremely helpful congregation at St. Mary Magdalene’s.  this year we did not have 
enough volunteer power to hold a raffle, but we managed to raise enough money to cover 
the costs of the party.  

this summer was also the first time we needed to hire a gardener to tend the community 
garden at the park. If anyone in the community would like to take on the garden, we’d love  
to talk to you. (info@palmerstonara.org)  PARA

Party in the Park 2014

photo-mural commemorating the Gastown 
Riots of 1971. One of the few examples of  
political public art in Canada, it is installed in 
the atrium of the woodward’s development  
in Vancouver. From David we learned that  
this might be a great opportunity for our  

area to gain a landmark piece of art.
thank you, Paul and David for your gener-

osity and neighbourliness.
For more detailed information search on-line 

for: “trading Density for Benefits: Section 37 
Agreements in toronto”, by Aaron Moore.  PARA

Porch Talks continued from page 3

On a warm, sunny Saturday in 
June, Palmerston Blvd. — 

from Bloor St, to College St, — was 
buzzing with activity. the reason: the 
6th annual Planet Palmerston Street 
Sale was taking place. If you had taken 
a stroll down this stretch on this day, 
you would have been struck by the 
friendly and festive atmosphere. your 
senses would have been tantalized 
by the diverse offerings. there were 
wonderful finds at the 36 sales on the 
street (a record number) which means 
that 36 households got to clear some 
unwanted items from their basements and 
garages.  you may have been tempted by a 
BBQ, several bake sales or a lemonade stand. 
there was also an opportunity to try your 
luck at the raffle. Many of the great prizes, 
such as, books, restaurant vouchers, coupons, 
services etc., were donated by area business-
es. Over the many years Planet Palmerston 
has been taking place, it has brought the 
street together in the common goals selling 
unwanted items, raising money for charity 
and having fun. 

“the intention of the day is to build com-
munity on our own street, to invite others to 

celebrate with us and together, raise money 
and awareness for charities working to im-
prove our community at large,” says one of 
the event’s organizers Mackenzie Muldoon; 
“everybody wins!”  PARA

In fact, to top off this fun day, Planet Palm-

erston was able to donate $3,500 to Habitat 
for Humanity (another record). Plans for next 
year’s bigger and better Planet Palmerston 
Street Sale are in the works. Suggestions are 
welcome and check out the PARA website  
for more pics.  PARA
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MeMbershIp and reneWaL ForM 2014  
you can become a new member or renew your yearly membership in one of two easy ways:

Written: Fill in this form and mail it with your cheque to our membership coordinator

Website:  Go online to PARA’s website www.palmerstonara.org/about-us/membership/ 
and use our simple digital form to pay for your membership through PayPal

(note that membership fees are for one year only, renewable each February)

pLease prInt CLearLY

name:___________________________________________________________________________________ 

Address (please include unit number if appropriate)_______________________________________________

____________________________________________________________   Postal Code___________________

Phone #  ( _  _  _ )  _  _  _  -  _  _  _  _             email___________________________________________________

  new Member            Renewing Member  

payment (check appropriate box)

 Cash       Cheque (Please make your cheque payable to PARA)

 Individual voting member.......$25

 Supporting member/family membership (to provide additional support for PARA activities.......$40 
 
 Super supporting member (to provide maximum support for PARA activities).......$50
 

please mail your cheque to:   
Paul Unterman, PARA Membership Coordinator

446 Markham Street
toronto, On M6G 2L2

para
Support your neighbourhood With a membership in PARA! 

JoIn!
reneW!

you will be part of a community of people who care 
about the future of our neighbourhood. through eblasts 
you will be kept informed about community meetings, 
events and issues. you can have input on the issues that 
matter to you and ask for PARA’s support – everything 
from help with a community fundraiser or party to chal-
lenging a development proposal.

your membership and modest fee  
will support PARA’s work:
• PARA’s communications and public events 
•  Advocating for an improved natural grass field 

at Central tech
•  Upholding our neighbourhood vision 

during the development of the Honest Ed’s site
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neWsLetter MIssIon
• To inform, educate and support our community on local issues • To help develop a sense of belonging and enjoyment in a safe community  

• to Promote community betterment through active participation of residents • To support the growth of PARA membership

para exeCutIVe CoMMIttee MeMbers
Paul MacLean (Chair),  Jennifer Deyell (Secretary, Healey willan Park/ Party in the Park), Donald Scott (Communications: EBlasts, newsletter and 
website Coordinator), Ian Scott (Planning, Mirvish Village task Group),  Paul Unterman (treasurer & Membership Coordinator), Katherine Childs 

(tDSB), Donna McFarlane (Mirvish Village task Group), Kei yano (Planet Palmerston, Postman Project)   
Volunteers: James Choy (newsletter), tom Churchill ( newsletter), Emerich Kaspar (Zoning & Bylaws), Doug Lowry (Financial Records), Rachael 
MacKenzie (Healey willan Park/ Party in the Park), Fernanda Pisani (newsletter) For electronic versions of the newsletter content and additional 

information on PARA, visit our website at  www.palmerstonara.org.  Email us at info@palmerstonara.org.

w E L C o M E  T o  T h E  n E I g h B o U R h o o D
Business ventures along the commercial streets in the PARA neighbourhood are constantly changing. 

we welcome new businesses that bring a greater range of services closer to our homes.

Le tablier blanc 
at 550A and 688 
College St. gives 
the neighbour-
hood a great 
local store — 
browse through 
fun gifts and 
gadgets ranging from the kitchen 
to the office to your bath. you can 
also check out their well orga-
nized website at letablierblanc.
com to purchase online for deliv-
ery or for pickup at their store.

Adding to local personal ser-
vices, aroma spas and nail sa-
lon has opened at 605 College St.

we are losing the long time 
kitchen supply store at 599 Col-
lege, but our neighbourhood will 
not lack for a local kitchen outlet. 

now open at 686 College is the 
Chefs Kitchen shop offering a 
wide range of gadgets, pans and 
tools for the decerning home or 
professional cook.

ICI restaurant has moved to 
the windsor Arms Hotel and its 
538 Manning location has been 
taken over by Yunaghi, Gas-
tronomie Japonaise, a Japanese 
tasting restaurant . Executive 

chef tetsuya 
Shimizu  studied 
traditional kai-
seki—the highest 
form of Japanese 
cuisine—for 12 
years in Japan 
before moving 

to Canada. His modern Japanese 
food creations take inspiration 
from French techniques to pro-
vide a dining experience that you 
won’t find at other Japanese res-
taurants.  PARA

of note . . .
daiLo – 503 College street
the wait is finally over! Chef nick Liu 
and Anton Potvin have transformed 
the space formerly occupied by Grace 
Restaurant into DaiLo – a modern Asian 
dining experience replete with new, cre-

ative takes on classic dishes. On the ground floor is DaiLo, a sit-down 
restaurant with a complete menu, and the second floor houses LoPan, 
a dim sum and cocktail bar. 

One of the highlights of Chef Liu’s menu is his signature whole 
deep-fried trout. the presentation of the perfectly fried fish makes a 
bold statement upon its arrival. the jellyfish slaw and truffled fried rice 
are also great choices. Highlights at LoPan are the Big Mac Bao and  
Deli Sandwich Spring Rolls, just to name a couple. Both are very tasty! 
the team behind DaiLo and LoPan have created a true neighbourhood 
dining experience, perfect for a romantic date night or casual dinner 
with family or friends.

DaiLo and LoPan are open for business tuesday to Sunday from 
5:00 p.m. until late. — By Loren Ackerman
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Black as night, Hot as Hell,  
Sweet as Sin, Southern Accent 
has been serving it up n’Awlans 
style since 1984! 

Located in a quirky Victorian 
house on Markham Street, Fran-
ces wood and her spice-savvy 
staff offer Cajan, Creole, Soul, 
vegan and gluten-free food as 
well as live music, psychic read-
ings and catering. the vintage 
bar, free-spirited décor, “snugs” 
and hot hospitality have made 

Southern Accent not just a neigh-
bourhood treasure but a sassy 
toronto tradition.  there’s even a 
resident ghost! 

Southern Accent’s 
Voodoo Pasta and 
Jambalaya rocked 
toronto’s twelfth 
annual Zombie walk 
and Hallowe’en 
parade this year. 
Missed it? Zombies 
not your thing? 

next up, on thursday november 
27, is turducken an epic combina-
tion of turkey, duck and chicken to 
celebrate American thanksgiving. 
Saturday, november 29, is yellow 
Pages’ Shop the neighbourhood 
with a special offer  — spend $100 

or more at Southern Ac-
cent and get their 
30th Anniversary 

Cookbook free! And 
through December, 

try Southern Accent’s 
French Connection,  

a five-course Réveillon 
Menu. Scrumptious!  PARA

Congratulations to Southern Accent  
on its 30th Anniversary in Mirvish Village!
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Where There’s Smoke, 
There’s a Fireplace  
That needs inspection!

With daylight savings fin-
ished for the season and winter 
looming, we will all need to 
get creative on staying cheer-
ful and warm over the coming 
months.  And if you are lucky 
enough to have a fireplace in your 
home, you know that it can be 
just the ticket to turn a cold, dark 
winter day into a warm snuggly, 
hot-chocolate-filled evening.

But we can’t forget that fire 
places (the real ones anyway) 
are a FIRE in your HOME.  So it’s 
important to make sure it’s in 
good working condition before 
your roll out the bearskin rug and 
marshmallows.

FiREPLACE TO DOs:
1) An inspection, specifically a 
“WETT” inspection, done every 
year or alternate year, can catch 
any degrading workmanship 
in your home. Fireplaces built 
before 1954 are especially prone 

to code violations and should 
be watched carefully for mainte-
nance needs.
2) Look for STAininG on the face 
of the fireplace or on the chim-
ney: this could indicate the sys-
tem is not working properly.
3) Smell of SMOKE: in a well-
functioning system, all the smoke 
gets whisked away and you don’t 
smell any at all. So if you smell 
smoke there could be a problem.
4) Clean your flu annually, prefer-
ably by a certified sweep.  If you’re 
lucky they will also break out into 

song and dance on your rooftop  
a la Marry Poppins.
5) Use quality wood that is nice 
and dry to avoid deposits and 
residues and to make sure burn-
ing is efficient.

Do you have a fireplace in your 
home?  Do you use it?  Are you 
hoping to have one in your next 
home?  Let me know; I’m always 
interested in the home features 
that make you happy! 
Your Neighbourhood Real Estate 
Sales Representative, 
Clive McLean




