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A Delicate Balance

Providing public
green space 
in the Mirvish 
Village 
development  
was a major 
concern for
residents. This  
is an early concept 
for the small park. 
Later designs will
be open for public 
consultation.

A vibrant, healthy community or 
an overwhelmingly congested 
neighbourhood? Whatever your 

view of the effects of more people living  
and working in the city, we will be 
welcoming a lot of them very soon, and 
many will be settling in the PARA area.

The population of the downtown core is 
projected to double in the next two decades, 
from 238,000 now to 475,000 in 2041. PARA, 
just on the edge of the core, expects similar growth as 
the Westbank development comes to fruition and other, 
smaller proposals along Bloor and College are approved. 

While there are benefits to this growth, there 
are also challenges, particularly increased 
pressure on the city infrastructure we call the 
‘public realm.’

The public realm is all the urban geogra-
phy available for public use and enjoyment, 
and for which we have collective responsi-
bility: our parks, green spaces, streetscapes 
and open spaces. In times of stability we may 
take these for granted and not think much 

about the beneficial effects they bring to urban life. But, 
in fact, the public realm is a major contributor to healthy 
and enjoyable urban living. Just think CO
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continued on page 2

The challenge  
of integrating 
public green  
space with 

urban growth

By Paul MacLean

JOIN 
US NOW!

— see inside
for details

ABOUT PARA (Palmerston Area Residents’ Association): PARA is a volunteer organization of residents committed to strengthening and preserving  
the stability, distinctive character and quality of life in the Toronto neighbourhood bounded by Bloor and College, Grace and Bathurst Streets.



of life without a park, a playground, an outdoor patio, a 
cycling lane, a tree-lined street. Yes, we may have all these 
things, but in the downtown they are in short supply (es-
pecially green space) in comparison to the rest of the city. 
Now, think of doubling the population that will be using 
and enjoying them. 

In PARA we have just one, small and heavily used  
park — Healey Willan Park. The TDSB has two school yards, 
partially available for public use, but our green space is 
very limited. Much of our valued tree canopy, which has 
defined our neighbourhood, is coming to the end of its 
life. Can you imagine returning to the image of Palmerston 
Blvd. in 1905?

We have already seen a shift in the character of some 
of our main streets, from major transportation arteries for 
cars to accommodating a diversity of uses — shopping, 
cycling, pedestrian, deliveries. The overflow of all variet-
ies of traffic will soon be seen in our residential streets. 
Similarly, with increased population the sidewalks are be-
coming crowded with competing interests — street trees, 
furniture, outdoor cafes, and pedestrians.

PARA has always taken a proactive approach to ur-
ban development, seeking to influence decisions rather 
than being overtaken by them. The Mirvish Village site 
is the most significant recent example. Through the al-
liance with our three neighbouring residents’ associa-
tions we have had a major impact on the development 
plans. Compared with the original proposal there is now 
a small park, better planning options for streetscape 
and greening, affordable housing, a community centre, 
vastly increased heritage preservation and reductions in 
scale. These and many other improvements came about 
because the Mirvish Village Task Group, the two city 
councillors, City Planning, and Westbank, the developer, 
poured their collective efforts and diverse, often conflict-
ing points of view into the project, with a common goal 
of building a healthy community. It’s almost a unique  

example in the recent development history of Toronto.
This proactive approach now needs to be applied to oth-

er areas in our neighbourhood, especially the public realm. 
To this end our AGM will have three presentations and dis-
cussions on the public realm issues vital to our future.

1. Andrew Farncombe, Project Manager for TOcore, and 
Kristina Reinders, senior urban planner at the City of 
Toronto, will lead us through the big picture for parks 
and public realm in the city, which has been one aspect 
of the TOcore planning process*. 
2. The Greening Committee of PARA will present their 
draft plan so that we can help shape the priorities for 
greening initiatives in our neighbourhood. 
3. Finally, we will have an update from the Mirvish Vil-
lage Task Group on the many traffic impacts we expect 
as a result of the Bloor-Bathurst developments and how 
we hope to manage them.
We are entering a period of unprecedented growth in 

the city, growth that we will feel in our neighbourhood. 
We can be victims or we can be advocates for conditions 
that will promote health and vitality. Come to our AGM!

*For information on TOcore see: https://www.toronto.ca/
city-government/planning-development/planning-studies-
initiatives/tocore-planning-torontos-downtown/ 
tocore-overview  

A Delicate Balance con’t from page 1
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Pre-tree canopy: a view of Palmerston Blvd. circa 1905.

Dear Neighbours, 
Like the rest of this 
thriving city, our 
neighbourhood is 
changing. I want to 
keep you in the loop, 
and make sure we 
can work together to 
ensure these changes 

benefit our community. 
We are seeing exciting progress 

with the Mirvish Village site. One 
concern I’ve heard from many is 
the potential impact of additional 
traffic on the community. I’m work-
ing with your neighbours who are 
part of the Mirvish Village Task 
Group to create a motion that I will 

bring to Community Council.  
The motion asks the City to review 
the potential traffic impacts of 
added density in the PARA neigh-
bourhood and surrounding areas, 
and to explore options to mitigate 
the impacts.

We are also moving forward 
with the Bloor Street West Plan-
ning Study. Thank you to everyone 
who came out to our last consul-

Updates  from Mike Layton, City Councillor

PARA

https://www.toronto.ca/city-government/planning-development/planning-studies-initiatives/tocore
https://www.toronto.ca/city-government/planning-development/planning-studies-initiatives/tocore
https://www.toronto.ca/city-government/planning-development/planning-studies-initiatives/tocore
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As I write this article, a rare, 
historic April storm rages 

outside. The struggling crocuses are 
covered in a thick layer of ice pellets 
and freezing rain, and a heavy rainfall 
warning is in effect. All this precipi-
tation needs a place to run off and 
drain. Where will all this water go? 
Hopefully not into our basements! 

It is precisely because of storms 
like this one that we need to be pre-
pared. Storms are intensifying, ex-
treme weather is more common, and 
damaging effects are evident. This 
is just one of the important reasons 
why PARA needs a Green Plan for 
the neighbourhood.

A Green Plan enables us to advo-
cate for city-wide policies that will 
benefit our neighbourhood; provide 
ideas for small, doable neighbour-
hood projects and community edu-
cation; and create opportunities for 
individual initiatives. 

 Under the topic, Storm Water 
Management, PARA’s Green Plan 
addresses issues such as “Where 
does all the rain and snow go?” — a 
seemingly daunting topic for a small 
neighbourhood group to tackle. But 
neighourhoods like ours can have 
a major mitigating impact on prob-
lems of storm water management. 

As is the case in all the neighbour-

hoods in Toronto, much of our water 
goes through the storm sewers and 
empties (after treatment) into Lake 
Ontario, our source of drinking water. 
But if there is too much water for the 
system to handle, it could back up 
into our basements and/or enter the 
lake untreated. Basement flooding 
has a severe impact on the many 
residents living in basement apart-
ments, and untreated storm water 
pollutes our lake. 

Here are some actions from  
PARA's Green Plan that can:
 help prevent flooding;
minimize stormwater flows to the 
lake (to minimize the release of un-
treated stormwater);
and maximize stormwater soaking 
into our yards but away from our 
houses. 

Trees, Shrubs and Flowering Plants
Plant greenery. Tree roots help to aer-
ate soil, enabling more effective water 
infiltration. Plants help keep the soil 
in place and move water from the 
soil back to the air. In particular, na-
tive plants are tolerant of our climate. 
(Trees and plants have many other 
important benefits for our own health 
as well as the health of our belea-
guered pollinators.) 

Upcoming Green Plan for the Neighbourhood   

tation. Your feedback was used to 
create the basic guiding principles 
for the planning process as it con-
tinues this year. Some key goals of 
the study will be to determine how 
we can protect the heritage and 
the character of Bloor, support lo-
cal small businesses, and make sure 
new development and public spac-
es form a vibrant, accessible, and 
animated streetscape that meets 

the needs of the community.
Finally, you may have seen an ar-

ticle in the Toronto Star about  
the wrongful “renovictions” happen-
ing on College Street. This type of 
eviction is happening across Ward 
19 and the City. Last month, I intro-
duced a motion at City Council call-
ing for the Province of Ontario to do 
everything it can to protect tenants 
from loopholes in the Residential 

Tenancies Act that allow landlords 
to benefit from acting in bad faith. 
The motion passed and prompted 
the Provincial Housing Minister to 
review these loopholes. While there 
is much more we can do to make 
sure we are maintaining and creat-
ing affordable housing in the city, 
this is an important step forward.

Yours in Community
Mike

By Frumie Diamond, with input from Miriam Diamond

continued on page 4CE
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Keep the soil! Trees, shrubs and plants, in front  
and back yards absorb the water. Downspouts 

that drain into the garden are an environmentally 
wise solution. The use of impermeable materials 

such as plastic and concrete are not.
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This year Planet Palmerston, 
our neighbourhood’s annual street-
wide yard sale that raises donations for 
Habitat for Humanity, will be celebrat-
ing its 10th anniversary. It’s hard to 
believe that over the past 9 years, this 

little neighbourhood sale has involved over 200 individual sales, and through 
donations, raffles, bake sales, yard sales and more, has managed to raise over 
$26,500 for Habitat for Humanity Greater Toronto Area (GTA). Habitat for Hu-
manity is a charity that works with families and communities to build safe, de-
cent and affordable homes and empower families to achieve stability and self-
reliance so that they can build a better life for themselves and their children. 

The intention of the day is to build community in our own neigbhour-
hood, to invite others to celebrate with us, and together to raise money for a 
charity that is working to improve our community at large.

This being the event’s 10th year, organizers are hoping to break the $30,000 
mark with total donations raised, and are looking for new ways to grow it, to 
involve more of the neigh-
bourhood, and to enhance 
the community’s involve-
ment. The event will be 
held on Saturday, June 
23rd (rain date June 24th), 
2018. If you are interested 
in joining the organizing/
event team, please  
email: planetpalmerston@
gmail.com.

�Your PARA newsletter team is LOOKING FOR CONTRIBUTORS! D 
¬What would you like to see in the newsletter? 
¬We need writers, photographers, articles, ideas.   ¬Send us your input. 
¬Or COME JOIN THE TEAM.¬Contact PARA at info@palmerstonara.org

Ten Years Old, 
and Counting!

By MacKenzie Muldoon

Downspouts and Rain Gardens
The downspouts from our roofs 
have been disconnected from sew-
ers as a way of minimizing water 
flows into the lake. However, many 
downspouts direct water to paved 
surfaces so the water then ends 
up in the sewer system, defeating 
the purpose of disconnecting the 
spouts! This is where the creation 
of rain gardens comes in. Point the 
downspouts back into the garden 
so that the water is absorbed. Plants 
and trees will love it. 

Front and Backyards
Keep the soil. Many dwellings in the 
area are large compared to the lot 
size, leaving vast areas for run-off 
and little space for the water to be 
absorbed. When yards are hard-
scaped — that is, paved with materi-
als that are not permeable, such as 
concrete, garden pavers and rocks —  
this further increases the problem of 
run-off. It is easy to plant drought-
resistant native plants that don’t need 
much care once they are established. 

Laneways
When the city repaves laneways, we 
can advocate for paving them with 
semi permeable bricks — bricks 
with punctures or holes in them — 
that allow the water to infiltrate into 
the subsurface. Hardy plants can 
then be planted which add green-
ing to an otherwise neglected- 
looking landscape. 

Come out to our AGM on May 15
at the CSI building to find out  

more about PARA’s Green Plan. 

Green Plan con’t from page 3

E CALL FOR  
SUBMISSIONS

PLANET PALMERSTON
A Community Yard Sale 

A portion of proceeds to benefit Habitat  
for Humanity Greater Toronto Area 

Saturday, June 23rd, 2018, 10 am – 3 pm
(Rain Date: Sunday, June 24th, 2018)

Palmerston Blvd., from College to Bloor Sts.
facebook.com/PlanetPalmerstonPARA

PARA
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mailto:planetpalmerston@gmail.com
mailto:planetpalmerston@gmail.com
mailto:info@palmerstonara.org
facebook.com/PlanetPalmerston
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Livable space? Lanes used for housing is currently being debated.

Laneway Living: Increasing Our Neighbourhood 
Housing Options  By Ingrid Nasager

Did you know that 
our city has more 

than 295 kilometres of 
laneways? In Toronto’s early 
days they served the utili-
tarian purpose of allowing 
access to lots for deliveries 
and services. Within Palm-
erston-Little Italy however, 
now that servants’ entranc-
es are a thing of the past, 
we tend to know laneways 
as often-colourful shortcuts 
through our community, 
routes to garages, and, in 
some instances, access to 
laneway living. Should up-
coming changes proposed 
by City Planning become 
a reality, we will see more 
laneway suites popping up 
in our neighbourhood.

In 2006, City Planning 
produced The Housing 
in Laneways Report, 
which explored the fea-
sibility of construction 
of laneway housing. 
The report identified 
several concerns that 
the City would need to 
address, and Toronto 
City Council decided 
not to allow new lane-
way suites.

In 2014, with the 

Planning Act, PPS (2014), 
the Province developed a 
new policy regarding hous-
ing. It called for a greater 
range of housing types 
to meet ever-increasing 
demand: “Healthy, liveable 
and safe communities are 
sustained by accommodat-
ing an appropriate range 
and mix of residential uses, 
including second units, 
affordable housing and 
housing for older persons.” 
[section1.1.1.b] 

In May 2017, city staff 
were instructed to once 
again explore laneway 
living. Changing Lanes: 
Toronto’s Laneway Housing 
Strategy is informed 
by several principles, 
including:

  New laneway suites (LWS) 
should be rental units.

severed to create a new 
lot for the laneway suite.

-
dinate in size to the princi-
pal house on the property.

the criteria for LWS, no re-
zoning would be required.

-
able for LWS.

-
ment apartment will not 
impact an owner’s ability to 
build an LWS (you may be 
permitted to have both).

Meetings have been held 
over the past six months to 
collect feedback from resi-
dents, and draft guidelines 
have been developed upon 
which city staff will report 
at Community Council on 
May 2, 2018. Some of the 
proposed guidelines for 
laneway suites include: 

minimum frontage of 3.0 
metres along the laneway.

have specific minimums for 
access to the laneway suite.

LWS cannot exceed  
2 stories or 6.0 metres.

be maintained in both the 
separation from the pri-
mary house and the set-
back from the laneway.

allowable coverage  
for windows within an 
LWS wall.

will be issued for the 
space between the pri-
mary house and LWS.

required for LWS.

Laneway suites have 
both their champions and 
detractors. Approving a 
framework for laneway 
living will create new liv-
ing opportunities within 
Palmerston-Little Italy, and 
no doubt new challenges 
as we navigate issues of 
construction, privacy, and 
increased laneway activity. 

For more information go to: 
www.toronto.ca/changing 
lanes, or contact: Graig Uens, 
Senior Planner, Community 
Planning, at graig.uens@ 
toronto.ca or 416-397-4647.
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Neighbourhood Mensch  
Paul Unterman Retires from PARA

After many years of service as treasurer and membership 
coordinator on the PARA board, Paul Unterman is retiring. 

Paul has made considerable contributions to the well-being  
of our neighbourhood and has enhanced our collective memory 
by sharing his knowledge of the characters and history that give 
PARA such a rich heritage. Thank you, Paul!

PARA

PARA

www.toronto.ca/changing
graig.uens
toronto.ca
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AGMAGMTuesday, May 15, 2018 • doors open aT 6:30 p.M.

PARA & THE PUBLIC REALM 
  Planning for the public realm in Toronto,  

with Toronto city planners  

Andrew Farncombe & Kristina Reinders

  A Green Plan for PARA 

  Managing movement in & around the Mirvish  

Village Development, with Roy Sawyer  

of the Mirvish Village Task Group

Don’t miss this important meeting!

AGM with presentations 7:00 to 9:00 p.m.

CSI Building
720 Bathurst Street

www.palmerstonara.org
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AGMAGM

Find us on Facebook: PalmerstonARA 

 
We are advocates for the community and need your help both to maintain the livability  
of our wonderful neighbourhood and to make our community stronger. 
 
WE NEED YOU! Your membership supports PARA initiatives. As a Member... 

● YOU will be kept up to date on issues affecting our neighbourhood. 
● YOU will have input on the issues that matter to you. 

Your membership fee will support PARA’s work, including: negotiating traffic and public-realm plans 
during the development of the Mirvish Village site; developing our Green Plan; and subsidizing 
important community events. 

 
 

I want to support my neighbourhood with a membership in PARA! 
 

2018 Membership:     NEW- welcome!     RENEWAL- welcome back!  

Name: __________________________________________________________________________ 

Street & Unit: ____________________________________________________________________ 

Postal Code: ________________________         Phone:__________________________________ 

Email: __________________________________________________________________________  

Your areas of community interest (e.g. traffic, green plan, laneways, community events, etc.): 

_________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

Supporting Commitment: 
  Individual Voting Member $25 
  Supporting or Family Member $40 = additional support for PARA initiatives 
  Super Member $50 = maximum support for PARA activities  

 

Payment:   PayPal, through our site: palmerstonara.org/about-us/membership/ 

  Cash or Cheque, made payable to PARA,  

℅ Ingrid Nasager, PARA Membership Coordinator,  

146 Clinton St. Toronto ON M6G 2Y3 

We need volunteers to help meet our 2018 priorities.  
Please consider assisting PARA in one of these areas: 

  Community Events, including Party in the Park  

  2018 Membership Drive    Communications/Newsletter 

Find us on Facebook: PalmerstonARA
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L A N E 9PARA Laneways:
A Progress Report
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Lane 1  Alan Borovoy 
Lane 2  Beatrice Minden 
Lane 3  Joe Bertucci 
Lane 4  Huggins Family 
Lane 5 Morley Safer
Lane 6  Jewish Folk Choir 
Lane 7  Via Dei Giardini 
Lane 8  Lost River 
Lane 9  Wayne and Shuster 
Lane 10  Sam Richardson 
Lane 11  Eliza Balmer

We are pleased to 
provide you with 

the following update as of 
April 2018, on the laneway-
naming initiative in our 
neighbourhood:

are ready to be submit-
ted to the Department of 
Engineering at the City of 
Toronto.

are in process and almost 
ready.

enough signatures, we will submit the group as a package.

background information on the lane-names. 

WE NEED VOLUNTEERS
FROM THE NEIGHBOURHOOD!!! 

Your help in obtaining signatures in order to complete 
each petition will speed up the process. Please refer to the 

map and see if there is a laneway you’d like to help with. 
Email us at: info@palmerstonara.org

Wayne  
and Shuster Lane

Wayne and Shuster are known as Canada’s 
most famous and beloved comedy duo. 

But before Johnny Wayne was Johnny Wayne 
he was Louis Weingarten, the eldest of seven 
children in a family that lived at 351 Palmerston 
Boulevard. (The house itself, midway between 
College and Ulster on the east side, has a storied 
history. Its previous owner before the Weingar-
tens was Sam McBride, mayor of Toronto.) Like 
so many other members of the Jewish commu-
nity, Lou’s father had emigrated from Poland in 
the early years of the 20th Century. He did well 
in the textile business and moved to tony Palm-
erston Boulevard (from McCaul Street, closer to 
the Ward) just as the Depression began. There 
the family remained through the Depression 
and World War II. All the children, beginning 
with Lou, went to Clinton Street Public School, 
and most of them (like Lou) went on to Harbord 
Collegiate. It was at Harbord Collegiate that 
Lou met, and began to do comedy with, Frank 
Shuster. The two continued on to the University 
of Toronto together,  and from there they devel-
oped the literate, slapstick comedy routines we 
associate with Wayne and Shuster.

It is high time we celebrated the connec-
tion between Wayne and Shuster and the PARA 
neighbourhood. Naming the laneway that runs 
behind Johnny Wayne’s childhood home on 
Palmerston Boulevard Wayne and Shuster Lane 
is a fitting way to mark their connection to our 
community. — Robert Vipond

Johnny Wayne (left) with Frank Shuster.

mailto:info@palmerstonara.org
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Jewish Folk Choir Lane

Joe Bertucci moved 
from Italy to Little Italy 

in 1957, and lived first on 
Jersey Avenue and then 
on Clinton Street, where 
he and his wife raised 
three daughters. (One of 
his daughters as well as 
a grandson and his wife 
still live on the street). He 
was an employee of Oliva 
Shoe Store at College and 
Grace Streets.

Joe could always be 
found on his porch in 
the warmer months. He 
always delighted little 
children with cookies 
and jokes and was always 

lending a hand, even 
before he was asked. 
Joe’s presence extended 
to the back alley behind 
our houses. Every August, 
he and his family could 
be found boiling and 
mashing tomatoes, and 
canning a year’s worth 
of delicious homemade 
tomato sauce. He kept 
an eye out on that alley, 
keeping the teenagers 
in line and chatting with 
friends. 

Sadly, Joe died in May 
of 2015, and he is greatly 
missed by all. He epito-
mized to me all that I love 

about our community. 
Although his life was what 
some might call “ordinary,” 
he was generous and 
kind, and his spirit is still 
felt despite his absence. 
Joe was friendly and 
helpful, and everyone 
knew him to say hello. He 
helped forge friendships 
between the new young 
families and the long-time 
residents of the street. He 
reminded us all what it 
was to be a good neigh-
bour, and part of his lega-
cy resides in all those who 
knew him: we sit on our 
porches, help each other 
shovel the snow, and look 
out for each other.  
— Judith Librach

Joe Bertucci Lane

L A N E 6

L A N E 3

The Jewish Folk Choir began in 1925 as the Frayhayt 
Gezangs Fareyn (the Freedom Singing League.) For 

working-class choir members, many of whom could not 
read music, the choir was the equivalent of a university, 
with equal access to education for women and men. 
Choir members became part of a strong community, 
living on these very 
streets in the PARA and 
surrounding neighbour-
hoods. As part of the 
choir, one did not just 
go to rehearsals — there 
were dances, concerts, 
dinners, lectures, ro-
mances — the works.

The choir became one 
of Toronto's foremost 
choirs during the 1940’s 
and 1950’s under the 
leadership of its inspi-
rational conductor, Emil 
Gartner. Emil came to 
Toronto in 1939, fleeing 
Nazi Austria. It is here 
that he met Feygl Free-
man, an accomplished 
pianist who became the 
choir's accompanist. 
After marrying, they 
moved to 388 Palmer-
ston Avenue where they 

resided for several decades. Their home on Palmerston 
became a vibrant hub for choir-related activities. Tragi-
cally, Emil passed away in 1960, but Feygl and their 
daughter Esther continued to live in the apartment. 
Esther later became the principal cellist with the Toronto 
Symphony Orchestra. 

Inspired by Gartner, the choir's challenging repertoire 
included Yiddish folk songs and cantatas, international 
songs (pioneering world music), classical works and 
newly commissioned choral works from Canadian com-
posers. They often performed with the Toronto Sym-
phony at Massey Hall. Guest artists included singers from 
New York’s Metropolitan Opera, the great Afro American 
singer, Paul Robeson, as well as Jan Pierce. Membership 
in the choir came to include people of many different 
backgrounds. 

Feygl also organized the United Jewish People's Order 
Folk Singers. In 1952 they, along with members of the 
New Dance Theatre, toured the country for 5 weeks, per-
forming in union halls in small cities like Sudbury and in 
community halls in remote prairie farm towns.

For those people who lived on these streets and who 
sang with Emil and Feygl, active participation in cultural 
life was not only personally rewarding but also insepar-
able from their activism to create a better world. How 
inspiring to name a lane after this choir and keep their 
memory alive. — Ester Reiter

Members of the Jewish Folk Choir photographed in 1927.
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The Needle & Studio  
(500 College St.), has taken 
over the space at Palmer-
ston and College: it’s a tailor 
shop owned and operated 
by personable and expert 
tailors offering reasonably 
priced alterations as well as 
beautifully crafted clothing 
and accessories.

 We are lucky to have 
Meridian Credit Union in 
the PARA neighbourhood 
(464 College St.). It provides 
all the services that a bank 
does, but unlike a bank it 
is owned cooperatively by 
all those who bank there. 
The profits are reinvested 
back into the organization 
to provide the members 
with the best services.  They 
also support local neigh-
bourhoods. Manager Jack 
Petrini, who grew up  on 

Grace St.,  is very commit-
ted to contributing to the 
community.

Groomsmen Barber-
shop (543 College St.), 
tucked next to the soon de-
camping LCBO, joins us as 
part of the ongoing surge 
in male hipster hair care. 

Also on the south side  
of College is Italian Res-
taurant Il Covo Cicchetti 
e Vino (585 College St.). Il 
Covo offers great wines, 
cocktails, and an eclectic 
menu of delicacies such 
as deer meat, goat butter, 
and sheep cheese. Il Covo’s 
menu changes according to 
the seasons and what fresh 
food is readily available.

Three new places for a 
drink and a bite to eat are 
grouped near each other 

on College. Bangarang 
(552 College St.), is perhaps 
best suited for people who 
catch the reference; with 
tabletop games and corn-
hole lanes offsetting the 
beer and cocktail menu, 
it promises to make for a 
sociable, raucous night 
out. Mrs. Robinson (574 
College St.), a sophisticated, 
slightly jazzy cocktail bar, 
likewise attracts its target 
clientele with the instantly 
recognizable reference to 
The Graduate. And Mad 
Crush (582 College St.), is 
the third new restaurant, 
focusing on luxurious wine 
and food pairings in the for-
mer home of the departed 
Bar Italia.

Agenda Café, at the east 
side of the Chin building 

(622 College St.), is a bright, 
lively, freelancer-friendly 
place. Proprietors Angela 
Brock and Ian Cameron pro-
vide WIFI and encourage 
meetings. Here you’ll find 
excellent coffee from local 
roasters and baked goods 
made from scratch. You 
can also partake of soup, 
salads and sandwiches if 
you decide to have a lunch 
meeting. 

NEWSLETTER MISSION

PARA BOARD MEMBERS AND VOLUNTEERS
  Paul MacLean (Chair), Joan Reynolds (Treasurer),  Frumie Diamond (Secretary),  Paul Unterman  (Membership),  

Mirvish Village Task Group: MVTG web manager:  
Lane Naming:  

Communications & Facebook: Website Coordinator: Greening:  
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Email us Facebook Mirvish Village Task Group:

W E L C O M E  T O  T H E  N E I G H B O U R H O O D
Business ventures along the commercial streets in the PARA neighbourhood are constantly changing. 

We welcome new businesses that bring a greater range of services closer to our homes. By Frumie Diamond, Nick Forsyth and Kei Yano

Party in the Park June 10, 2018: Call for Volunteers!!!
Each year Party in the Park relies on volunteers to 
help make this wonderful community event happen. 
Although it might seem early, we need to ensure 
that volunteers are available so that we can continue 
to provide a fun, jam-packed, family-friendly event! 
Regardless of your talents, there is a role for you! 
E-mail us at info@palmerstonara.org and tell us 
what you would like to do to help!

Needle & Studio Agenda Café
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www.palmerstonara.org
mailto:info@palmerstonara.org
www.facebook.com/PalmerstonARA
www.mirvishvillagetg.org
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A D V E R T I S E M E N T

A D V E R T I S E M E N T

Wright Real Estate Ltd.,  Brokerage  

        108 Harbord Street     

             416-961-1698
      www.wrightrealestate.ca

Palmerston Blvd 1910

Hello Neighbours!
Our reputation for personalized, professional and caring Real 
Estate service is well known throughout the community.  If you 
are thinking of buying or selling, or if you would like an idea of 
the current value of your home, give us a call

Neil Wright  
Broker of Record
nwright@trebnet.com

Simon Wright  
Sales Representative
siwright@trebnet.com

SPECIAL ANNOUNCEMENT

Provincial Election:
All Candidates’

Forum
Venue: Trinity St. Paul's Church 

Bloor and Robert Streets

Date: Tuesday, May 22, 2018 

Time: Doors open at 6:30 p.m.  
Debate: at 7:00 p.m.  

We will end at 9 p.m. 
Organized and supported by the local  

residents’ associations and BIAs

Harbord Street Business Improvement Area (B.I.A.)
Chair: Neil Wright - Broker

Mind your business
on Harbord Street

An eclectic mix of businesses that offer something for everyone
and make a wonderful stroll

At Meridian you’re not just a customer, you’re a Member and 
an Owner. That means we work for you.  
It also means that we can take our profits and return them to you 
with some of the best rates and services in the marketplace.

Visit us in-branch or online

™Trademarks of Meridian Credit Union Limited. 

MAKE THE MOST
OF YOUR MONEY

meridiancu.ca

Toronto - College & Bathurst
464 College Street | (416) 929-1487



A D V E R T I S E M E N T

Prizes!
FIRST PLACE

A trip to Italy! 
SECOND PLACE

A $350 gift basket with an 
assortment of goods. 

Prosecco, biscotti, homemade pasta, 
olive oil, and more.

EVERY SUBMISSION
will receive a complimentary 
Café Diplomatico postcard.

Trip to Italy is subject to specific terms and conditions. 
Contact info@cafediplomatico.ca for more info. Postcards must be 

collected in person with proof of submission. 

SPECIAL PRICED MENU EVERY THURSDAY 

T H R O W B A C K   M E N U
ESPRESSO   . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .    .30
Back in the 70s.
Cimo coffee.

CANNOLI    . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .    1.50
Back in the 90s. 
Bubbly golden shells filled with sweet ricotta and 
chocolate chips. 

SPAGHETTI POMODORO  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  6.50
Back in the 2000s. 
Spaghetti pasta with our homemade Italian tomato sauce.

MARGHERITA PIZZA  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  10.00
2010s. 
10” pizza with traditional thin crust, tomato sauce,
 mozzarella cheese, and basil. 

GELATO   . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .    .75
Back in the 80s. 
Italian gelato available in a variety of flavours. 
                           

ABSOLUTELY NO SUBSTITUTIONS. 
Promotion is available for dine- in only; 

limit is one of each item per person, per day; 
cannot be used with another promotion or a giftcard. 

We want to hear your stories!
We are giving away prizes to everyone who 

submits a memory from 
Café Diplomatico over the years! 

Please share your fondest memory of 
Café Diplomatico. By submitting a story, 

you are entered into a draw to win a prize!

Submit your stories on Facebook or Instagram 
by tagging @cafedip, and using the hashtag:  
#HappyBirthdayCafeDip or #CafeDip50Years. 

You can also submit your story through email: 
info@cafediplomatico.ca. 

Photos are encouraged! 

THROWBACK 
 THURSDAYSin celebration of 
50 YEARS

@CAFEDIP 
@CAFEDIPTO

CAFE DIPLOMATICOf
www.cafediplomatico.ca


