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ABOUT PARA (Palmerston Area Residents’ Association): PARA is a volunteer organization of residents committed to strengthening and preserving  
the stability, distinctive character and quality of life in the Toronto neighbourhood bounded by Bloor and College, Grace and Bathurst Streets.
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New Tools for Community Action
PARA is excited to launch 2 new documents:  
The Green Plan and the Committee of Adjustment 
Guide. The Green Plan lays the foundation for 
community action around environmental and climate 
change issues while the Committee of Adjustment 

Guide provides step by step instructions about how  
to navigate the Committee of Adjustment (C of A).  
With so many issues facing our community these 
documents are more timely than ever. See next pages  
for more details and how to access these documents.

Visit Our Redesigned Website – palmerstonara.org

The first conceptual drawing for the new proposed thirteen-storey mixed use development  
at the southeast corner of College and Bathurst Streets has been released by Quadrangle Architects.  

For more details see Mike Layton’s Update (page 2), and College Street Task Group (page 4).
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Palmerston Area Residents’ Association
Serving the Palmerston/Little Italy Neighbourhood

JOIN 
US NOW!

— see inside

for details



THE Green Committee and 
Councillor Mike Layton’s 

office are very excited to announce 
the official launch of the Green Plan 
for our neighbourhood. This plan was 
developed by and for our community. 
(We have reported on our initiatives 
in previous PARA newsletters.) Now, 
more than ever, we need to organize 
around these issues of climate change 
and environmental degradation and 
take action. You can find the complete 
document on PARA’s website: palmer-
stonara.org. Join us – we can still plan 
activities on-line.

We are thrilled that we have a plan 
that is both specific to our neigh-
bourhood and in sync with our city’s 
TransformTO climate action strat-
egy. There is ample opportunity for 
everyone to be involved, whether in 
individual and household actions, 
group community projects and/or 
participation in city-wide initiatives. 

We are proud to have been chosen 
for a substantial grant from Pollina-
teTO to plant a pollinator garden at 
Harbord Collegiate with our partner, 
the Harbord Collegiate Eco-club. It 
would have been a very busy sum-
mer, but sadly our plans are now on 
hold until it is safe to reconnect again 
with the school and the students. 
Stay tuned.

There are other urgent issues that 
need to be addressed such as mak-
ing our neighbourhood a net zero 
green house gas emissions area.

We welcome your comments, your 
interest and your energy so we can 
move forward on these issues. xPARAx

The PARA Green Plan is Officially Here By Frumie Diamond

PARA’s Online Guide to Navigating  
the Committee of Adjustment Process
By Susan Turner
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I n early September, an applica-
tion was submitted that proposes 

a thirteen-storey mixed use build-
ing at 419-431 College Street which 
includes the iconic site of Sneaky 
Dee’s. There are three live music 
venues on this site, including Sneaky 

Dee’s, and I am highly aware of the 
significance of this kind of change to 
the community. I’ve watched friends’ 
bands play upstairs and eaten 
nachos at brunch for as long as I 
can remember. The site represents 
an era and a space in Toronto that 

we’re running out of – we can’t lose 
institutions like these.

This is a moment where we need 
to stop and ask the question – 
who are we building our city for? I 
believe we need to have affordable 
cultural spaces where people of 
various backgrounds can intermin-
gle and enjoy a show. I also believe 

Community Update From Councillor Mike Layton

PH
O

TO
S LEFT: FRU

M
IE D

IA
M

O
N

D
; RIG

H
T: A

N
N

E VELLO
N

E

PARA is very pleased to announce 
that our new Guide to Navigating 
the Committee of Adjustment  
Process is now available for down-
load from our website!

Developed with input from our 
neighbours and from other residents’ 
associations, the Guide shares best 
practices to help PARA residents 
respond to notices of proposed 
changes to properties. PARA’s goal  

is to help ‘level the playing field’  
by equipping ordinary residents to 
make their views known to the Com-
mittee of Adjustment in an effective 
and fair-minded way.

The Guide is intended as a living 
document. If you’d like to share your 
experiences and tips or provide feed-
back, please drop us a line.

In addition to providing this re-
source, PARA also works for our resi-

Climate change is being felt in our 
neighbourhood. We are experiencing more 
extreme weather events: snow at Halloween, 
t-shirts with temperatures in the 20’s by 
mid-November (the longest stretch of warm 
weather on record). PARA’s Green Plan contains 
suggestions for meaningful changes that  
mitigate the effects of climate change and help 
improve our environment.



We entered the pandemic worried and afraid – 
monitoring news wondering what impacts the 

pandemic would have on our lives. Family members of 
ours are immuno-compromised so we continue to take 
as many precautions as we can. We’ve spent time togeth-
er and been immersed in both gratitude and exhaustion. 

All the while we wait and see and discuss from the 
comfort of our home. “Comfort” is a word that we’ve 
come across a lot, as we all try to cope and engage in 
changing social interactions. Which of us are comfort-
able with meet-ups and family visits? I wonder though 
if comfort is simply the word we are using to cover up 
our privilege and denial – the privilege of distancing 
ourselves from the reality of this virus and the lives it has 
taken and the denial of our own vulnerability to it. So as 
others propose increased interactions with the caveat 
of “comfort” as a guide, the approach we’ve embraced is 
caution instead of comfort. We are choosing the tempo-

rary discomfort of suspend-
ing visits for the community 
benefit, the discomfort of 
not just respecting the sci-
entific data but acting upon 
it, the discomfort of some-
times being the only ones 
to keep the masks, maintain 
the distance and take an 
alternate route. Along with 
these choices is the comfort 
in knowing we aren’t alone, 
and that although others 
may decide differently for 

their families, there are many like us. In them I see an un-
derstanding of community care that goes beyond what 
we are comfortable with and instead what and how far 
we are willing to go to ensure a shared safety. 

In this pandemic, and more specifically people’s 
reactions to it, are lessons for us as a community of 
what it might look like to work together in imagining 
new futures. xPARAx
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it’s essential to protect and 
to create affordable hous-
ing in the neighbourhood. 
You can count on me to 
continue to use all the 
tools I can to preserve the character 
and affordability of our neighbour-
hoods, through initiatives like creat-
ing the Kensington Market Heritage 

Conservation District and 
the Chinatown Area Study. 

I’ve additionally request-
ed to have the project 
include affordable housing 

on site and I will continue to advo-
cate for strong inclusionary zoning 
regulations across the city, so that 
all new developments must include 

affordable units. I’m hopeful that we 
will be able to find a path forward 
that will allow us to keep a space like 
Sneaky Dee’s and set a precedent for 
applications like this in the future. 

If you have any questions/concerns, 
please don’t hesitate to email me at: 
Councillor_Layton@ toronto.ca  
or by telephoning: 416-392-4009.
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dents’ interests in other ways. While 
PARA generally does not get involved 
in individual cases, if you feel that a 
proposed development will mean a 
loss for the community as a whole 
– such as the loss of a structure of 

historical importance or a develop-
ment that clashes with the character 
of the neighbourhood – please get in 
touch with us. 

Also, PARA communicates with oth-
er residents’ associations to advocate 

for improvements to the application 
review procedure. 

We welcome volunteers who
are interested in becoming involved.  

Contact us at:  
https://palmerstonara.org/get-involved 

What is the Committee of Adjustment?

When an owner wants to make changes to their property that do not conform to 
local zoning bylaws, they can apply to the City of Toronto to allow ‘minor variances’ 
or ‘consents’. The Committee of Adjustment is responsible for deciding whether to 
allow the project to proceed. The Committee sends out notices informing neigh-
bours that an application has been made. At a public hearing, it reviews the ap-
plication and submissions of support or objection from neighbours. The decision is 
based on whether or not the proposed changes meet ‘four tests’ of acceptability.

Letlotlo relaxing safely at home 
with her partner and young family.

Masking Discomfort By Letlotlo Gariba

https://palmerstonara.org/get-involved


PARA Board  
Members 
2020-2021

The Palmerston Area Residents’  
Association (PARA) is a volunteer 

organization of residents committed 
to strengthening and preserving the 
stability, distinctive character and 
quality of life in our Toronto neigh-
bourhood bounded by Bloor, Bathurst, 
College and Grace Streets. We wel-
come both tenants and home owners. 
Memberships are easily obtained.

PARA’s board of 10 members meet 
8 times per year and are elected at 
the Annual General Meeting in May. 
Our work continues on many impor-
tant issues despite the pandemic. 
Our various committees support the 
work of the board and are made up 
of board members as well as com-
munity residents. We welcome your 
ideas, input, expertise, and encour-
age your participation. Volunteer 
opportunities abound.

Committees
The College Street Task Group was 
recently formed to ensure the com-
munity has input into any planning 

or development along our College 
Street boundary. To this end, the 
committee is working on: a response 
to the development of the Sneaky 
Dee’s site (419-431 College Street); 
urging the City to complete a College 
Street Avenue Study as quickly as 
possible; identifying local landmarks 
of historical and cultural importance; 
and coordinating with the Little Italy 
Business Improvement Association 
(BIA) as it develops a strategy to 
revive the College Street commercial 
area. We will be seeking engagement 
with residents and businesses to 
generate a vision for College Street. 
Stay tuned! 

The Mirvish Village Task Group 
continues to be an important voice  
in the development of the Mirvish  
Village site plan through City Plan-
ning’s advisory group. Ongoing dis-
cussions and planning include park 
design, public realm, traffic manage-
ment, retail strategy and community 
space. PARA also has representatives 
on the Construction Management 

Committee which aims to minimize 
disruption on the existing neighbour-
hood. Issues include working hours, 
noise abatement, and truck traffic. 

Other Development Issues 
include assessing Committee of Ad-
justment applications to ensure ap-
propriate development in the neigh-
borhood. As well, we participate in 
citizen forums for City Planning’s 
study of Bloor Street from Bathurst to 
Lansdowne, which will guide future 
development along this street.

It’s official! The Green Committee’s 
Green Plan is being launched. (See 
article in this issue). Keeping our com-
munity green and liveable in the face 
of climate change and development 
challenges is a priority. 

What Does PARA Do? By Frumie Diamond

I WANT TO SUPPORT MY NEIGHBOURHOOD AND JOIN PARA
2020-2021 Membership: ¨ NEW — welcome! ¨ RENEWAL — welcome back!

Name: .................................................................................................................................................................................................... 

Address: ………………………………………………………………………………………………..…................................................………..

Email: ……………………………………………………………….................................................... Phone: ................................................

Your areas of concern (e.g., development, green issues, laneways, community events, traffic, etc.): ...................................................

………………………………………………………………………………………………………………….................................................…….

MEMBERSHIP:
¨ Individual Voting Member $25 $10

¨  Supporting Member or Family $40  
= additional support for PARA initiatives

¨  Super Member $50  
= maximum support for PARA activities

PAYMENT: 
1.  Send an email e-transfer to: jreynolds 

0815@gmail.com, through your online 
banking

2.  Cash or Cheque, made payable to PARA: 
c/o Ingrid Nasager,  
PARA Membership Coordinator,  
146 Clinton Street, Toronto, ON, M6G 2Y3

3.  Find us and renew online at:  
 https//:palmerstonara.org/get-involved

Find us on Facebook:  
PalmerstonARA

NEW  
MEMBERS 

$10.00 

JOIN  
US  

NOW!

Paul MacLean Elizabeth Cowling

Nick Forsyth

Mary Bredin

Frumie Diamond

Palmerston
Area
Residents’
Association

Serving Palmerston & Little Italy

mailto:0815@gmail.com


The Communications Committee 
is currently developing a communi-
cation strategy to better communicate 
with and involve the community.  
We maintain a website and a Face-
book page which have recently been 
updated. We also send out regular 
eblasts. The Newsletter Committee 
publishes a print newsletter twice a 

year (you’re reading it now) which is 
distributed in our neighbourhood. 
The newsletter informs our commu-
nity about local issues and highlights 
interesting neighourhood activities.

The Membership Committee  
continues to reach out to the com-
munity with the goal of increasing 
membership. With so many diverse 
pressures facing our community, a 
strong voice is needed.

For many years, PARA has spon-
sored the annual Party in the Park 
in June. It is community led and we 
need volunteers to take on the task 
of organizing this popular event. 
Proceeds help support projects to 
enhance this important green space.

Is anyone interested in continuing 
the Laneway Naming Committee’s 
work so the laneways north of  

Harbord Street can be named? 
Laneway names not only honour our 
area’s history and former residents, 
they are also a critical tool for city 
services to identify locations requir-
ing emergency support such as 
police and fire. The previous com-
mittee named 11 laneways south of 
Harbord. (See previous issues.)

How Can You Support  
the Work of PARA? 

Get informed!  
Subscribe to our e-blasts  

to get the latest news and updates. 
• Become a member • Volunteer 

Contact us at:  
https//: palmerstonara.org/ 

get-involved

PARA Board 
Members 
2020-2021
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Not Your Usual Yard Sale 

If you stroll down Palmer-
ston Boulevard on a summer 
weekend you may happen 
upon a yard sale on the cor-
ner at Ulster Street. On closer 
scrutiny, you may realize that 
this sale is a little different 
than most. It is overseen by  
a small band of older women 
and there are no prices on 
the sale items. 

Overseeing the sale are 
several Portuguese women 
who have been doing this for 
over 30 years. At the helm is 
Vivi Fonseca, with her regular 
volunteers Benilde and Maria. Sale items consist of donations 
from their community as well as from their employers.

The purpose of the sale is to raise funds in support of orphans 
in Mozambique. Over the years these women have been able  
to provide funds for wells, shelters, blankets and much more.  
On display, poster boards show pictures of some of the 
completed projects.

The reason for the lack of pricing is to give potential cus-
tomers the opportunity to set their own contribution amount 
towards the fundraising. — Kei Yano

PARA Food Drive

PARA has organized two food 
drives for the Daily Bread Food 
Bank so far during the pandemic. 
Food insecurity is on the increase – an often hid-
den, but important issue. Last spring we raised 
over $9,000. As the second wave of the pandem-
ic hit our city this fall, PARA with help from our 
generous residents, raised another $4,000. 

Since the start of the pandemic, the Daily Bread 
Food Bank has seen a huge increase in new clients 
due to the economic fallout from COVID-19. The 
Daily Bread Food Bank is a non-denominational 
charity that distributes fresh and shelf-stable 
food to social service agencies in Toronto. Those 
in our neighbourhood include Sistering, Christie 
Refugee Reception, Fort York Food Bank, The Stop 
Food Bank and The Scott Mission.

At Halloween, Watermark, a local plumbing 
business raised over $24,000 for the Daily Bread 
Food Bank by offering candy chutes for donations, 
despite Trick or Treating being canceled.

Every dollar donated equals a meal for someone 
struggling with food insecurity. Twenty-one dollars 
provides three meals a day for a week. Thanks to 
everyone who has donated. For more information 
please see: www.dailybread.ca. — PARA

Ingrid Nasager Joan Reynolds

Melanie Walker Kei Yano

Jimmy Lu
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Volunteers left to right: Benilde Anacleto, 
Maria Martins and Vivi Fonseca.

http://www.dailybread.ca
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IT is a long leap from civil engineering in Iraq to 
jewellery retailing in Toronto. But this is precisely 

the trajectory of Asaad Dhaigham, proprietor of Royal 
Crown Jewellery at 606 College Street. 

This shift began soon after university graduation 
when Asaad chose to make a hobby of jewellery manu-
facturing and apprenticed for two years while maintain-
ing his full-time engineering position. He focussed on 
filigreed jewellery, one of the most delicate and difficult 
forms of jewellery design. Asaad’s interest in this craft 
was stimulated by a generations-old tradition of jewel-
lery making within the minority Mandaean population 
of Iraq, a religious community that pre-dates Christian-
ity. Salma, Asaad’s wife, who is actively involved in the 
operation of the store, also has in her ancestry a heritage 
of jewellery makers.

After immigrating to Canada by way of Jordan in 
December 1995, Asaad settled on College Street and in 
less than two years, he partnered with a brother-in-law to 
open his jewellery shop. This initial partnership was criti-
cal to his success since Canadian business practices were 
unknown to him and while acquiring English proficiency, 
he also had to learn the varied fashion preferences found 
among a multicultural clientele. 

Locating his business on College street kept Asaad 
close to his residence and, as he had become familiar with 
the neighbourhood, he knew this was a community he 
wanted to be part of. Asaad has witnessed the neighbour-
hood’s increasing multicultur-
al make-up and feels this has 
strengthened his appreciation 
for other cultures. As new 
retailers and restauranteurs 
have moved into the area, he 
says it makes him proud to 
be part of a community that 
welcomes such diversity. 

Most of the store’s inven-
tory is sourced from Italy 
where Asaad believes the 
equipment there is among 
the world’s most precise and 
refined, capable of affording 
high quality workmanship. 
Over his 23 years in business, 
he has seen customer taste 
shift from a traditional style of 
jewellery to a more modern 
European look. When con-
sidering a piece of jewellery, 

Asaad advises customers to become as informed as pos-
sible about their choices to assure a satisfactory purchase.

When asked to name his favorite gemstone, Asaad im-
mediately mentions the diamond and notes that Cana-
dian diamonds are among the world’s finest. He marvels 
at the diamond’s long history, its gradual crystallization 
from compressed carbon over a billion years. “There is 
so much depth to it; when I look at a diamond, I feel I’m 
looking into life itself.” 

As the holiday season approaches during this time of 
COVID-19, Royal Crown Jewellery, as with all of our Col-
lege Street establishments, benefits more than ever from 
the support of local residents. College Street is fortunate 
to have in its midst this long-time business owner who is 
passionate about his craft and deeply committed to serv-
ing a broad spectrum of clientele. If you drop by, whether 
to purchase a gift, mend a broken necklace, or replace a 
watch battery, you’ll be sure to get a warm reception. xPARAx

Royal Jewellery by Joan Reynolds

Asaad Dhaigham attending to his shop Royal Crown Jewellery.

?
Get comfy this winter and save money
Winter is coming and for most of us that means drafty chills and higher heating  
bills. It doesn’t have to be that way. Here are three simple things you can do  
to make your home cozier and save money.

1.  Seal those leaks. Feel around your house for cold air leaking near the floors, doors, 
and windows (basically anything that’s an edge or hole in your walls). Use the 
appropriate caulking, weather-stripping, or door sweep to block those drafts.

2.  Switch your devices to winter mode. Check your ceiling fans and programmable 
thermostats so the settings are adjusted for winter, and programme your ther-
mostat so you aren’t heating your home excessively when away or asleep.

3.  Maximize the heat you are using. Get radiator reflector panels or simply put 
aluminium foil on the wall behind your radiator to stop radiator heat from being 
lost through the wall. Use thick curtains to help insulate your windows when you 
don’t need the sunlight.

You deserve a nice warm home and now you know how to create one.  
To learn more, contact us at https://palmerstonara.org/contact-us/! — Jimmy Lu

D I D  Y O U  K N O W ?
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www.palmerstonara.org
https://palmerstonara.org/contact-us/


NEWSLETTER MISSION
• To inform, educate and support our community on local issues • To help develop a sense of belonging and enjoyment in a safe community •

• To promote community betterment through active participation of residents • To support the growth of PARA membership •

PARA BOARD MEMBERS AND VOLUNTEERS
• Board Members: Paul MacLean (chair), Elizabeth Cowling (secretary), Joan Reynolds (treasurer), Mary Bredin, Frumie Diamond,  

Jimmy Lu, Ingrid Nasager (membership), Nick Forsyth, Melanie Walker, Kei Yano •

 • College Street Task Group: Ingrid Nasager (chair), Astra Burka, Allison Kirk-Montgomery, Susan Turner, Richard Stursberg, Paul MacLean •  
• Green Committee: Frumie Diamond (chair), Becky Armstrong, Jimmy Lu, Kei Yano, Nick Forsyth, Scott MacRitchie, Heather Marshall, Rachel Melzer •  

• Communications & Facebook: Ingrid Nasager, Mary Bredin, Jimmy Lu • Website Coordinator: Nick Forsyth, Ingrid Nasager • Newsletter: Frumie Diamond (editor),  
Fernanda Pisani (creative director), James Choy, Nick Forsyth, Letlotlo Gariba, Kei Yano • Central Tech Field Liaison: Nick Forsyth • Mirvish Village  

Task Group (for PARA): Paul MacLean, Donna McFarlane, Leo Panitch, Roy Sawyer • For additional information on PARA, visit our website at: www.palmerstonara.org •  
• Email us at: info@palmerstonara.org • Facebook: www.facebook.com/ • PalmerstonARA/ • Mirvish Village Task Group: www.mirvishvillagetg.org •
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It will be some time before 
we can fully witness the 
effects of quarantine on our 
neighbourhood’s business 
landscape. Some have 
thrived, some have held on. 
We’ve seen innovation and 
dedication, but there are 
also terrible repercussions, 
some of which are not yet 
realized. Here is a cross-
section of widely differing 
business members of our 
community who are surviv-
ing these times. 

9 Tails Cafe (651 Bloor) 
is a Japanese style coffee 
house which has had a dra-
matic first year of business, 
serving modern espresso 
drinks alongside dorayaki 
(honey-pancake sand-
wiches) and fusion cheese-
cakes. Quick to reopen for 
takeout, the clean lines and 
light wood of their decor 
suit their cheerful, respon-
sible attitude. 

La Bartola (588 College) 
only just opened, braving 
the current climate, in  
trust that the College 
Street scene is not going 
anywhere. 

They specialize in vegan 
takes on Mexican cuisine in 
a stylish mode, and be-
tween takeout, patios and 
catering are confident for 
the future. 

Mr. Nonno (609 Bloor) has 
been cutting hair around 
Palmerston and Bloor for a 

dozen years, first at celebrat-
ed Gus, the Other Barber, 
then at his own shop. These 
are truly difficult times for 
his industry, though his 
shop is so clean it sparkles. 
While he is supported by a 
loyal customer base who’ve 
followed him over the years, 
the impact of these times 
cannot be overstated.

Grace Meat Market (644 
College) has been a cor-
nerstone of our neighbour-
hood for an astounding 55 

years – one of the strongest 
remnants of College as a 
market street, more active 
than ever as people take to 
cooking at home, they are 
unfazed by the moment. 
Here’s to another 55. 

If Soundscapes (572 Col-
lege) can carry on through 
the digital revolution, this 
should be no worry. Selling 
music of all types for over 
twenty years, the clean 

I N  S U P P O R T  O F  O U R  N E I G H B O U R H O O D 

Service with a smile at 9 Tails Cafe. 

Haircuts and relaxation at Mr. Nonno. 

Pop culture at Soundscapes. 

Local Boy Returns 
Home to Impress
Travel south no more 
because a taste of Little 
Italy has extended north to 
Harbord Street. Y Not Italian 
owned by Peter and Nicky Catarino (photo above), at 
Harbord and Manning Streets, is the lastest addition of 
casual restaurants in our neighbourhood. Peter lived 
on Beatrice Street and attended Harbord Collegiate. 
He has returned home to feature what he has learned 
from being in the business for 27 years. The man in the 
kitchen is chef “Babu” who has worked with Peter for 
17 years in his previous restaurants, EVOO and Spuntini. 
Tablecloths ornamented with candles cover the tables 
in the dining room. Located on a wall beside the open 
kitchen are photos of famous people who have dined 
under their roof. With the present pandemic, they offer 
take-out and dining on their semi-enclosed heated 
outdoor patio. My dining experience began with hot 

continued on page 8

continued on page 8

The COVID pandemic is a time to acknowledge and support the efforts of PARA businesses to stay viable

http://www.palmerstonara.org
mailto:info@palmerstonara.org
http://www.facebook.com/
http://www.mirvishvillagetg.org


Support Our Neighbourhood cont’d from page 7

HARBORD STREET 
IS OPEN FOR BUSINESS!

THANK YOU FOR SUPPORTING LOCAL 
–Neil Wright, Chair, 

Harbord Street Business Improvement Area

Wright Real Estate Ltd.,  Brokerage  
        108 Harbord Street     
             416-961-1698
      www.wrightrealestate.ca

Palmerston Blvd 1910

Hello Neighbours!
Our reputation for personalized, professional and caring Real 
Estate service is well known throughout the community.  If you 
are thinking of buying or selling, or if you would like an idea of 
the current value of your home, give us a call

Neil Wright  
Broker of Record
nwright@trebnet.com

Simon Wright  
Sales Representative
siwright@trebnet.com

aesthetic and relaxed, friendly atmosphere add a precious 
layer to finding new music – an irreplaceable part of our 
neighbourhood’s cultural fabric.

Neurotica Records (567 College, entrance at Manning) 
has likewise been all over our neighbourhood for decades, 
being one of the old stalwarts of Mirvish Village. The classic 
used record store: dusty, arcane, knowledgeable and hugely 
cool, this is the place to go for informed advice about sound 
equipment and all genres of musics. A jewel. — Nick Forsyth

Y Not Italian cont’d from page 7

bread drenched with rosemary butter, followed by 
mussels in a tomato basil broth, and a flavourful 
chicken and date soup. The rigatoni was perfectly al 
dente accompanied with homemade chorizo. Then 
veal marsala with steamed vegetables arrived. Dessert 
was dulce de leche cheesecake. A bottle of wine was 
reasonably priced, $30. This restaurant offers excep-
tional service, delightful flavours, good portion size, fair 
price point, and a warm intimate ambience. I have only 
one word to conclude my visit, mangia! — James Choy
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