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the stability, distinctive character and quality of life in the Toronto neighbourhood bounded by Bloor and College, Grace and Bathurst Streets.
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Staying Positive
Striving to stay connected  

with our community

By Paul MacLean

The pandemic has been hard on many people.
Many in this neighbourhood have lost their livelihoods, their familiar 
routines, their connections with family and friends, and even their 
loved ones. The pandemic has laid bare our need for connection,  
for each other, for that elusive thing we call ‘community’. With this  
in mind, PARA has organized a Zoom AGM   cont’d. on page 2
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Palmerston Area Residents’ Association
Serving the Palmerston/Little Italy Neighbourhood

JOIN US NOW!— see insidefor detailsPARA 
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A TREE FALLS IN BICKFORD  as up to 60 km/h winds raced through the neighbourhood in the spring of 2021 
— damage at Bickford Park — help reduce climate change — see more details on our local Green Plan launch inside (page 3)



MZOs have dominated 
municipal news 

in recent months following a 
stand-off between the Provincial 
government and local advocacy 
group, Friends of the Foundry, 
over the proposed demolition of 
the Dominion Foundry Complex 
(153-185 Eastern Ave). In Novem-
ber 2020, an MZO was granted 
to clear the site for development. 
Demolition began shortly thereaf-
ter.  Local advocates fought back 
however, raising sufficient funds 
to take the matter to court and 
in doing so securing a temporary 
halt to the demolition. 

There have been more than 
30 MZOs issued in the past 18 
months. This is a sharp increase 
from previous years, and a 
potentially worrying trend for 
local communities. MZOs allow 
development projects to bypass 
the community consultation and 
municipal approval processes 
that would normally apply with 
large scale residential or commer-
cial proposals.

While the Provincial 
government cites crucial issues 
such as affordable housing as 
motivation for the usage of 
MZOs, bypassing local residents 
from the consultation process 
limits our ability to bring forward 
our views as part of the design 

and development process.
It is for this reason that PARA 

has joined forces with neighbour-
ing associations to monitor the 
increase of MZOs, while also ad-
vocating on this issue directly on 
behalf of our local community.

No matter which side of the 
argument one takes about MZOs, 
suppressing the voices of local 
communities restricts our rights 
as residents. It also sets a danger-

ous precedent for large-scale 
development projects. These 
checks and balances were put 
in place precisely to ensure the 
views of local communities and 
expertise from municipal authori-
ties are taken into account. We 
will continue to work on behalf of 
PARA to ensure our voices are not 
lost as part of this process. Follow 
us on twitter: @PalmerstonARA, 
for updates and information as 
this issue progresses.  xPARAx

that will feature significant positive initia-
tives in our neighbourhood that build 
community and connection, and address 
important issues for our future together.

1. College Street
Creating a strategic vision. COVID-19 
has had a devastating effect on retail 
business along College St. The Little 
Italy BIA had already seen the need for a 
strategic planning process for revisioning 
both the retail business and the public 
realm of the street, but the pandemic 
has made this all the more urgent. Gord 
Pridham, owner of the Dish, will speak 
about the challenges for retail and the 
planning process. 

2. A Green Champion for PARA
PARA recently introduced its Green Plan 
to address neighbourhood environmen-
tal issues. We have opportunities in two 
areas: our public spaces and amenities, 
such as parks, tree canopy, streets and 
laneways; and private homes with their 
buildings and yards. Jimmy Lu, a member 
of the PARA Green committee, has been 
appointed by the City as the Climate  
Action Champion for the entire ward. 
Jimmy will lead us through the initiatives 
emerging from the City and how they can 
be implemented in our neighbourhood.

We will also hear about the latest devel-
opments in park design and traffic man-
agement at the Mirvish Village site, and 
the shaping of the development proposal 
for the SE corner of College and Bathurst 
Sts. See page 4 for how to register.  xPARAx
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On March 17th, I hosted the first 
Working Group meeting for 419-
431 College St., which includes the 
iconic site of Sneaky Dee’s.

Our discussions focused on the 
compatibility of the development 
proposal with the neighbourhood 

character, which included its built 
form and streetscape among other 
elements. I was grateful for the ro-
bust community feedback received, 
which emphasized the need for 
liveable units, a desire to see on-site 
affordable housing, and address-

ing some of the more pertinent 
streetscape issues, such as widening 
the narrow sidewalks around the 
proposed space.

My main objective with this 
proposal is that I believe that the 
applicant must provide significant 
community benefits in return for 
any increase in density and height 

Community Update from Councillor Mike Layton

Why Should We Care About  
Ministerial Zoning Orders?  (MZOs)    

By Melanie Walker

Staying Positive cont’d. from page 1

MZOs allow development
projects to bypass the
community consultation
and municipal approval
processes that would
normally apply with
large scale residential 
or commercial proposals

{
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(beyond the City’s 
urban design guide-
lines) on the site. I will 
continue to negotiate 
on this issue, alongside 
community advocates, 
until an acceptable way forward has 
been reached.

The next series of working group 

meetings will focus 
on retail space, 
live music venue 
opportunities, and 
affordability.

While difficult, I 
know that working together will 
make a difference and ensure that 
this site reflects the vision of the 

community. I will not stop working 
for housing to be treated as a hu-
man right, and will continue to fight 
tirelessly for more affordable hous-
ing across the Ward and our city.

If you have any questions/concerns, 
please don’t hesitate to email me  
at: Councillor_Layton@ toronto.ca  
or by telephoning: 416-392-4009.

Why Should We Care About  
Ministerial Zoning Orders?  (MZOs)    

By Melanie Walker
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A recent surge in dog ownership 
combined with more people spending 
time outdoors is putting a strain on 
our shared green spaces. The current 
designated off-leash dog areas in the 

Palmerston area are not sufficient.
Most times overcrowded, Bickford is not an ideal 

environment for positive dog socialization and 
exercise (or social distancing). The Mirvish Village 
development will add more density. More people, 
more pets. The current plans for Mirvish Park aren’t 
designed to accommodate dogs and this will just  
add more strain to already overcrowded neighbour-
hood dog parks.

We must consider our pets in the design and 
operation of public spaces. Some ideas for resolve 
include repurposing underutilized space into 
smaller scale off-leash dog runs, the revitalization of 
existing off-leash areas, more multi-use spaces with 
designated dog hours (as we see at Vermont Square 
Park), and ensuring public spaces have accessible 
waste bins. — Viktoria and Andrew, Harbord Dog Group

Access to green spaces is vital to the physi-
cal and mental health of neighbours and 
pets.  Area city parks like Healey Willan are 
small and not suitable for sports.  As a result, 

Toronto District School Board fields and tennis courts 
are relied upon to accommodate the community’s need 
for sport and leisure. The TDSB invites the community to 
use its private property outside of school hours but has 
communicated through signage and occasional enforce-
ment that dogs are not allowed on the property.  Unfor-
tunately, holes on the field, dog feces in and out of bags, 
frisbees and balls taken by dogs, and concerns for safety 
due to dogs off leash are costly and persistent issues.  

Dog owners can access dog parks like Bickford and 
use the space outside the enclosed field. While this 
isn’t ideal, neighbours should come together and work 
with the city on dog specific spaces.

Ignoring the “no dog bylaw” causes unnecessary 
conflict and frustration. It is not a solution that re-
spects the intended instructional use of the space or 
the health and safety of students and the community 
invited into use it. — Adam Barnes

Community Speaks: Pets and Green Space

Green Launch Review By Mary Bredin

The Green Committee, a hard working group of PARA held a 
successful ZOOM meeting on February 11, with the presenta-
tion made by Frumie Diamond. There were about 40 people on 
the call. We heard from Mike Layton and Tim Grant as well as the 
PARA chair, Paul MacLean. Jimmy Lu organized a very successful 
meeting that kept engagement high. The survey results showed 
overwhelmingly that our main topic of interest was tree canopy 
preservation and improvement with 54% interested. We also 
had breakout rooms to discuss issues and questions at the end 
to wrap up a very informative meeting about all the exciting 
possibilities in our community. We are keen to hear updates 
from this group with all these new initiatives. More info can be 
found on the PARA website: https://palmerstonara.org.  xPARAx

CLINTON STREET JUNIOR PUBLIC SCHOOL REFRESH 
The Clinton School Council successfully raised funds  

for improvements in the schoolyard which have made  
a big difference for everyone! For more info visit:  

https://clintonschoolcouncil.ca 

https://palmerstonara.org
https://clintonschoolcouncil.ca


I WANT TO SUPPORT MY NEIGHBOURHOOD AND JOIN PARA
Yearly Membership: ¨ NEW — welcome! ¨ RENEWAL — welcome back!

Name: .................................................................................... Address: ................................................................................................ 

Email: ……………………………………………………………….................................................... Phone: ................................................

Your areas of concern (e.g., development, green issues, laneways, community events, traffic, etc.): ...................................................

………………………………………………………………………………………………………………….................................................…….

MEMBERSHIP: ¨  Individual Voting Member 
$25 $10

¨  Supporting Member or Family 
$40 = additional support  
for PARA initiatives

¨  Super Member  
$50 = maximum support  
for PARA activities

PAYMENT: 
1.  Send an email e-transfer to: 

jreynolds0815@gmail.com, 
through your online banking

2.  Cash or Cheque, made  
payable to Palmerston Area  
Residents’ Association: 
PARA Membership Coordinator  
146 Clinton St. 
Toronto, ON, M6G 2Y3

3.  Find us and renew online at:  
palmerstonara.org/get-involved

Find us on Facebook:  
PalmerstonARA

NEW  
MEMBERS 

$10.00 

JOIN  
US  

NOW!

This year’s Annual General Meeting is focusing on local: 
small business and green spaces help the community thrive!

Palmerston
Area
Residents’
Association
Serving Palmerston & Little Italy

A G M
Please Join Us for the Palmerston Area Residents’ Association

Annual General Meeting on Wednesday, June 2, 2021
At 7 pm   Video will start at 6:45 pm

SPEAKERS: Jimmy Lu and Gord Pridham

JIMMY LU’S broad experience spans 
from sustainability areas to deep energy 
retrofits, public policy, and now to 
evaluating Ontario’s electricity conservation 
programs. He developed the GTHA’s first 

detailed GHG emissions inventory and even biked across 
Canada in 2019. A Palmerston area resident since 2015, 
Jimmy joined PARA in 2019 (what took him so long?). He is 
now Ward 11’s Neighbourhood Climate Action Champion.

GORD PRIDHAM with his wife Pam  
own the Dish Café – a wonderful food 
emporium and cooking school – and are 
an active part of the neighbourhood for 
16 years. With a background in finance 

and banking, Gord’s commitment to the neighbourhood 
continues as leader of the College Street BIA’s strategic 
planning process.

Moderated  
by PARA  

board member 
Joan Reynolds

Join us on ZOOM. There will be breakout rooms for discussion. Sign up information will be sent by email.  
Be sure to sign up for our emails at: palmerstonara.org. Looking forward to seeing you there!

‘‘

@PalmerstonARA

mailto:jreynolds0815@gmail.com
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What Do You Love About College Street?  By Susan Turner

you live – the PARA neighbour-
hood is already there! 

So – what can we do to 
preserve the things we love 
about College Street? What 
new ideas can we bring as it 
continues to evolve? These 
are some of the questions the 
College Street Task Group is 
thinking about.

•  How can we work together 
with our businesses to rebuild 
College Street as an attractive, 
animated place?

•  How can we welcome new 
people so that the area re-
mains diverse and affordable?

•  How can College Street be 
at the forefront of the new 
green economy?

•  How can we promote 
the street’s long tradition 
of strolling, mingling, 
celebrating and enjoying life?

We are a handful of people 
whose job it is to gather  
inputs from residents across 
the PARA area in order to 
create a vision for the street 
that will help to guide its future 
development. We are focused 
on the residents’ point of view 
and work in sync with the Little 
Italy Business Improvement 
Association (BIA), supporting 
each other’s efforts. 

While the current pandemic 
has certainly slowed down 
our plans to engage PARA 
residents in active discussion, 
as soon as it is safe to do 
so we will be out in the 
neighbourhood inviting  
you to share your thoughts 
with us.  xPARAx

? ?
Bicycling News 
In July 2019, Toronto City Council 
approved an update to the Cycling 
Network Plan which included 
Palmerston Blvd.  The Palmerston 
Bike lane project is currently on 
hold.  The public consultation was 
supposed to begin this spring but was delayed due to 
the lack of staff.  No timeline has been set for the public 
consultation on design which is the initial step before 
construction.

After my numerous informal discussions with many 
residents who live on Palmerston Blvd, no one was 
aware of this update to the Cycling Network Plan.  A 
few residents are upset that they were not consulted 
on this update in 2019 and only hearing about it now.

Toronto is really behind in be-
coming a bike-friendly city  with 
only 15.1 km of bike lanes whereas, 
our sister city, Montreal, has over 
500 km of bike lanes and is the 18th 
best bike friendly city in the world.  
(Copenhagenize Index, 2019).  Bike 
lanes running north and south in 

Toronto are far and few in our adjacent area: Shaw St., 
Beverly St. and University Ave. There is a need for an 
extensive bike lane network for so many reasons.  

In May 2020, Toronto city council voted 23-2 for a 
25-kilometre expansion of the city’s cycling network, a 
move that’s expected to help residents practise physical 
distancing on their commutes.  This will definitely help 
with our evolving Cycling Network but the expansion 
will be reassessed at the end of 2021. — James Choy

A G M

‘‘
‘‘

Ask anyone who lives in the PARA area 
what they like most about College 

Street and you’ll usually hear something like this:

“It’s so walkable – I can shop for groceries, go to 
the library and the bank, grab some take-out on  
a weeknight without having to take my car out.”

“My friends all want to come to my neighbourhood 
for dinner. We love hanging out on a patio in the 
summer – there’s so many different people and 
there’s always something going on.”

“I always run into my neighbours just walking 
down the street – sometimes we pop into a place 
for coffee and catch up.”

As the world rushes to create “15-minute” cities 
– where you can get to your place of work, shop 
and enjoy life within a 15-minute walk of where 

D I D  Y O U  K N O W ?
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The PARA board is made up of volunteers  
who are in the community and supporting  

local businesses  – as we all are doing.  
We thought we’d highlight some of our favourites- 

hopefully to introduce you to some new options:

PARA BOARD MEMBER PICKS
PARA continues to acknowledge and support the efforts of neighbourhood businesses to stay viable
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Fond Farewells
Teresa Spano Pietropaolo, Matriarch

Porch culture is what makes our neigh-
bourhood lively and unique. I fondly 
write this tribute to porch culture 
supporter Teresa Spano Pietropaolo 
of Euclid Ave. Teresa died at home 
with her son Rocco and nephew 

Marcello by her side. She enjoyed a 
full, rewarding life and will be missed by 

her children Teresa, Domenico, Tina and 
Rocco, extended family, as well as friends and neighbours. 
We all enjoyed Teresa’s company and regularly stopped by 

her porch to chat. The love and respect that Teresa earned 
is described in the Globe and Mail tribute by her nephew 
Damiano Pietropaolo. I will miss our conversations in  
Italian catching up with family and world news. Vivacious  
and intelligent, Teresa was a bright light. She passed on 
her warm and gregarious character to her children who 
were raised in Little Italy and continue to make good use 
of the family porch to connect and socialize. Remembered 
as one of the last of the original Italian matriarchs in  
Toronto’s Little Italy, a group that is shrinking quickly.  
Damiano’s lovely tribute is at: https://www.theglobeand-
mail.com/life/article-as-soon-as-she-set-foot-in-canada- 
teresa-pietropaolo-kept-her-family/ — Fernanda Pisani

Leo Panitch, Scholar 
We remember with affection Leo Panitch  
who died in hospital on December 19, 2020,  
from COVID-19. Known for his wit and cha-
risma, Leo was a beloved political scientist, 
teacher and editor of The Socialist Register, 
with an international reputation earned by 
100s of scholarly articles and nine books about 
justice and socialism. 

Leo with his partner Melanie Pollock Panitch 

were long time residents of Palmerston Blvd. 
Decades ago he had been a board member  
of PARA. In recent years he joined the Mirvish 
Village Task Group to represent the neighbour-
hood in negotiations with Westbank  
Corporation. In particular we remember  
his concern for the Palestinian Centre, Beit Za-
toun on Markham St., his warm fellowship and 
the generosity with which he hosted meetings.

He will be missed by those who had the 
good fortune to know him. — Donna McFarlane

Sweetie Pie recommended 
by Elizabeth Cowling. It is a 
perfect drop-in spot while 
heading to the park offer-
ing hot chocolate, coffee, 
dessert treats like choco-
late cookies, brownies, 
date squares, butter tarts 
and all sorts of fruit pies. 
NE corner of Harbord and 
Grace Sts.

Pinky’s Ca Phe recom-
mended by Melanie Walker.

This funky restaurant and 
bar serving up Vietnamese 
‘street food’, thumping 90s 
hip hop and a cozy yet 
eclectic atmosphere has 

been a family go-to since we 
moved to the neighbour-
hood. Favourite dishes in-
clude the Banh Xeo Broccoli 
and the Smoked to page 7

Delicious food from  Pinky’s Ca Phe

Sweetie  
Pie “made 
with love” at 
Harbord and 
Grace Streets

www.palmerstonara.org
https://www.theglobeand-mail.com/life/article-as-soon-as-she-set-foot-in-canada-teresa-pietropaolo-kept-her-family/
https://www.theglobeand-mail.com/life/article-as-soon-as-she-set-foot-in-canada-teresa-pietropaolo-kept-her-family/
https://www.theglobeand-mail.com/life/article-as-soon-as-she-set-foot-in-canada-teresa-pietropaolo-kept-her-family/
https://www.theglobeand-mail.com/life/article-as-soon-as-she-set-foot-in-canada-teresa-pietropaolo-kept-her-family/
https://www.theglobeand-mail.com/life/article-as-soon-as-she-set-foot-in-canada-teresa-pietropaolo-kept-her-family/


cont’d. from page 6
Lemongrass Chicken Legs. 
Not to be missed! Patio 
and take out options cur-
rently available. 53 Clinton 
St. just north of College 
St.: www.instagram.com/
pinkys_caphe/.

Bloor Fruit Market 
recommended by Nick 
Forsyth. It is a gem in the 
neighbourhood. For that 
matter, because of the 
competition of the differ-
ent grocers in Koreatown, 
this is a treasure of a store 
that can be easily missed. 
662 Bloor St. W.

Bicyclette recommended 
by Paul MacLean. Jean-
Pierre Centeno is back 
and has opened a small 
takeout restaurant in 
the former Bike Joint on 
Harbord, now aptly named 
Bicyclette. Lots to try but 
start with the excellent 
croissants. 290 Harbord St.

Rustle + Still recommend-
ed by Mary Bredin. Still a 
little bit of calm in a strange 
time – delicious coffee and 
tea and snacks. A zen mo-
ment. 605 Bloor St. W.

Nile River Restaurant, 
recommended by Frumie 
Diamond. Nile River brings 
a taste of Egypt to College 
St. Not your average falafel 

NEWSLETTER MISSION
• To inform, educate and support our community on local issues • To help develop a sense of belonging and enjoyment in a safe community •

• To promote community betterment through active participation of residents • To support the growth of PARA membership •

PARA BOARD MEMBERS AND VOLUNTEERS
• Board Members: Paul MacLean (chair), Elizabeth Cowling (secretary), Joan Reynolds (treasurer), Mary Bredin, Frumie Diamond,  

Jimmy Lu, Ingrid Nasager (membership), Nick Forsyth, Melanie Walker, Kei Yano •

 • College Street Task Group: Susan Turner (chair), Astra Burka, Franz Greenwood, Allison Kirk-Montgomery, Ingrid Nasager, Richard Stursberg, Paul MacLean •  
• Green Committee: Frumie Diamond (chair), Becky Armstrong, Adam Barnes, Jimmy Lu, Kei Yano, Nick Forsyth, Scott MacRitchie, Heather Marshall, Rachel Melzer •  

• Communications & Facebook: Ingrid Nasager, Mary Bredin, Jimmy Lu • Twitter: Melanie Walker • Website Coordinator: Nick Forsyth, Ingrid Nasager •  
• Newsletter: Mary Bredin (editor), Fernanda Pisani (creative director), James Choy, Frumie Diamond, Nick Forsyth, Letlotlo Gariba, Melanie Walker, Kei Yano •  

Central Tech Field Liaison: Nick Forsyth • Mirvish Village Task Group (for PARA): Tara Armstrong, Paul MacLean, Donna McFarlane, Roy Sawyer • 
• For additional information on PARA visit website: palmerstonara.org • Email us at: info@palmerstonara.org • Facebook: PalmerstonARA • Twitter: @PalmerstonARA  •  

• Mirvish Village Task Group: www.mirvishvillagetg.org •
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NEW TO THE NEIGHBOURHOOD!
Welcoming new PARA businesses to the community

Gorilla Store for DIY kits 
and bits is a toy store with 
an educational focus, 
devoted to the concepts 
of STEAM (Science, Tech-
nology, Engineering, Arts, 
and Mathematics) for kids 
and adults. Having just lost 
Parentbooks on Harbord 
this is a fortunate develop-

ment at 609 College St. 
Curiosa Magic Shop, 320 

Harbord St., purveyors of 
extraordinary things, a gift 
and art shop devoted to 
magical themes, especially 
all things Harry Potter. 

Nile River (see the PARA 
picks).

A trio of fast food joints in 

Korea Town, with small  
burger and taco chain  
Grillies, 641 Bloor St. W. 
More diverse options in 
Korean street food with  
the new sidewalk kiosk  
at Clinton’s 693 Bloor St. W.,  
and K Seoul Hotdogs  
at 712 Bloor St. W. 

As well, Namaste India 
at 606 Bloor St. W. is deliv-
ering tandoori and many 
other options.  

The Commoner is a 
gastro pub which did its 
best to keep College festive 
last summer, serving those 
seated at literal street level 
at 614 College St.

Pompette offers high 
end, classical French 
cuisine, at the moment in 
the form of a four course 
taster menu to be had at 
home, 597 College St.

Bicyclette (see the  
PARA picks).

Bonne Nouvelle Patis-
serie (see the PARA picks).

Olivia’s Garden is an 
event and design com-
pany specializing in cut 
flowers and a few graceful 
food items, plus a budding  
cafe. Just west of us on 
Harbord, 569 Crawford St.  
— Nick Forsyth

cont’d. on page 8

Neighbourhood businesses: Olivia’s Garden (above) and Curiosa Magic Shop

http://www.instagram.com/
mailto:info@palmerstonara.org
http://www.mirvishvillagetg.org


HARBORD STREET 
IS OPEN FOR BUSINESS!

THANK YOU FOR SUPPORTING LOCAL 
–Neil Wright, Chair, 

Harbord Street Business Improvement Area

Wright Real Estate Ltd.,  Brokerage  
        108 Harbord Street     
             416-961-1698
      www.wrightrealestate.ca

Palmerston Blvd 1910

Hello Neighbours!
Our reputation for personalized, professional and caring Real 
Estate service is well known throughout the community.  If you 
are thinking of buying or selling, or if you would like an idea of 
the current value of your home, give us a call

Neil Wright  
Broker of Record
nwright@trebnet.com

Simon Wright  
Sales Representative
siwright@trebnet.com

S H O P  I N  O U R  N E I G H B O U R H O O D 

Party in the Park Cancellation

EVENT UPDATE: Party in the Park is cancelled for 2021. 
We did get a date registered with the city but at this point 
with the lack of certainty – we are making the tough deci-
sion to cancel – so it is on to 2022. At least we have lots of 
time to plan our wonderful community building event for 
next year! It takes a lot of people to make these events a 
success so we will be back when we start planning next 
year’s event. We had 180 people at the 2019 event so we 
look forward to reconnecting with everyone!  xPARAx
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PARA Member Picks cont’d. from page 7

joint, this restaurant brings flavours from Egypt  
as well as other Mediterranean treats with some 
interesting fusion dishes. Food is delicious.  
598 College St.

Sunrise House. Recommended by Jimmy Lu.  
This restaurant is a great little Korean gem that’s 
really tasty, authentic, and cozy to eat in (before 
COVID). I especially like the banchan (that variety of 
small side dishes provided with your meal).  
661 Bloor St. W.

Bonne Nouvelle Patisserie recommended by Joan 
Reynolds. Open for a year now, this patisserie offers 
delectable French pastries and coffee. The owners, 
are Kihoon Kwon and Soonyoung (Clara) Choe, 
a young husband and wife team who trained in 
France, and sell their small cakes and croissants on  
a same-day basis changing their original flavors 
every three to four months often with unique 
Korean overtones. Open for limited hours Fri, Sat, 
Sun. 655 College St. www.bonne-nouvelle.ca.  xPARAx
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