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GREAT DAYS IN THE NEIGHBOURHOOD. Professional photographer Katherine Childs loves to chronicle neighbourhood life.
Katherine’s PARA neighbourhood portfolio is a visual narration of the many sides of life in the PARA community.

The Better Boulevard We All Deserve
Viable and safe
solutions for
the area’s
diverse needs
By Jimmy Lu

Palmerston Boulevard is a vital street
that serves an incredibly diverse set of
users from people walking their dogs
to kids riding their bikes to contractors
renovating homes. The multitude and
magnitude of users is exactly why the
City of Toronto’s proposed changes to the

INSIDE THIS ISSUE

corridor that also includes Palmerston
Square, Palmerston Avenue, and
Tecumseth Street are so essential.
Palmerston currently has no cycling infrastructure despite the boulevard section
being wider and thus easier to accommodate bike lanes compared to cont’d. on page 2
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ABOUT PARA (Palmerston Area Residents’ Association): PARA is a volunteer organization of residents committed to strengthening and preserving
the stability, distinctive character and quality of life in the Toronto neighbourhood bounded by Bloor and College, Grace and Bathurst Streets.
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Better Boulevard cont’d. from page 1
adjacent streets. The road also saw
37 collisions between motor vehicles and people walking or cycling
reported in the last five years. For
comparison, when Shaw Street improvements were made, there were
12 comparable collisions over five
years although the segment of road
is shorter. Palmerston is currently
an antiquated 19th century road
that needs safety improvements to
become the 21st century complete
street we all need.
One of the key proposed
changes is the addition of bike
lanes which do not just benefit
cyclists or inconvenience drivers
but have a wide range of impacts
on all of us. Adding bike lanes,
alongside painted curb extensions,
calms traffic which improves safety
for every traveler and has been
shown to reduce the number of
injuries and fatalities from crashes
by half. When roads become safer
to walk or bike on then people
walk and bike more, becoming
more active, improving their
health, and ditching the pollution
generating automobile.
Yes, the changes will result in
reduced parking but only a net
loss of two spots for the preferred
configuration between Dupont and
Queen. The impact on this section is especially miniscule when

considering that an estimated 90
unclaimed permit parking spots
will still be available after the
changes. The Tecumseth section
will see a more significant impact
with a reduction of five parking
spots and nine permit parking
spots left after the changes. This
minor inconvenience is well worth
the drastic improvement in safety.
Some residents are concerned
that more people biking reduces
safety or that the changes will
drive traffic to other streets. The
Bloor Street bike lanes shed light
on these worries. Preliminary
safety data points to 44% fewer
conflicts between all road users
and a net decrease in traffic
volume of 3% when considering
total volumes on Bloor, Dupont,
and Harbord.
In 2003 and 2004, Palmerston residents fought against the
change to replace the boulevard’s
iconic lamps because the lamps
were important and distinguished
the neighbourhood from others
in terms of character. In 2022,
Palmerston residents should fight
for the changes to the road for the
same reasons: because bike lanes
are important and will distinguish
the neighbourhood from others,
this time in terms of safety and
fighting climate change! xPARAx

Community Update from Councillor Mike Layton
Access to housing
has been the most discussed topic at Council
in the latter phases of
this seemingly endless
pandemic, and I have
spent much of my time
advocating for acquiring
more affordable housing,
expanding supportive
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housing, and improving
tenant protections.
When City Council was
asked to vote on a new
regulatory Framework for
Multi-Tenant Houses, the
Mayor and a majority of
other Councillors decided
to put off making these
critical changes. While the
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Message from
PARA Chair
Paul MacLean
I’m very fond
of Old Crow.
It’s a ‘fly-in’ First
Nation community in the Yukon, just north
of the Arctic
Circle. Population 261. They have relied on diesel
fuel for all their energy needs, and all
that diesel has to be flown in. Then
in May 2021 their new solar panel
system began producing enough
electricity that they could turn the
diesel generators off, at least during
the months when the sun shines.
They have plans for the community
to reach ‘net zero’ GHG emissions.
The chief has attended international climate conferences, but remains
frustrated with how little attention
is paid to the Indigenous peoples at
these events, both their challenges
and their solutions. He stayed home
for COP 26, but wanted to get the
message of Old Crow out to communities in the rest of Canada: ‘If we
can reach net zero, so can you.’
One of the Elders proudly
showed off the solar panel system,
which filled her front yard and
spilled beyond. Not her first choice

province is largely responsible for
landlord-tenant relationships, the
City is able to enact by-laws that
work to protect our most vulnerable residents living in multi-tenant
housing. Safe, affordable housing
is an internationally recognized human right. Tenants living in multitenant homes deserve the same
rights and protections that others in
Toronto receive.
In November, the City made an
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for a landscaping feature, but one that
she eventually embraced as doing her
bit for combatting the climate crisis.
It’s clear that we’re going to have
significant changes as we address
the climate crisis in PARA. Some of
these changes we can initiate, such
as retrofitting our homes (40% of
Toronto’s carbon emissions come

from energy consumed by buildings
— heating, cooling, construction) or
reducing our waste (a great producer
of methane gas). But as David Miller
says in ‘Solved: How the World’s Great
Cities are Fixing the Climate Crisis,’
this crisis is a collective problem that
needs to be addressed collectively. So,
we will be asked to cooperate in city

initiatives that will change our neighbourhood, such as the new bike lanes
along Palmerston.
The lesson from Old Crow? It’s
far better to participate in creating
change, than to be passive and feel
victimized by it. And if they can aim
for ‘net zero emissions,’ perhaps we
should raise our goals as well. xPARAx

ICE SCULPTURE PHOTOS COURTESY OF THE LITTLE ITALY BIA

Climate Action Begins at the Heart and Home
I’ve been an environmental activist
for 23 years. It became my life calling after
watching a TV show about catastrophic
flooding in low-lying Bangladesh – precursor of today’s volatile climate-reality. Having children strengthened my resolve to
protect humanity’s future, a feeling shared
by many parents and grandparents.
The latest round of international
climate negotiations to reach a binding
climate agreement to keep warming below
1.5 degrees in Glasgow ended in November.
A last-minute compromise agreement was reached. It’s
understandable to feel climate grief watching the mostly
privileged and the elderly negotiate the future of the
young and the poor.
International agreements are always implemented lo-

By Jessica Bell, MPP

cally, regionally and nationally anyway.
I draw inspiration and hope from the political activism to mitigate and adapt to climate
change that is taking place right here in
Toronto: the Clean Air Alliance’s advocacy
to move the Ford government away from
gas-powered electricity generation; Fridays for Future weekly street protests; TEA,
Climate Fast; and our provincial Green New
Democratic Deal Plan to rapidly transition
Ontario to a resilient, just and green net-zero
economy. Our movement is growing!
PARA resident Jessica Bell is MPP for University Rosedale
and has 2 children at Clinton Public School. She can be
reached at : jbell-co@ndp.on.ca, if you want to volunteer,
share a concern, or wish to invite her to an event.
Holiday Selfies. The Little Italy BIA
commissioned holiday ice sculptures
for selfie inspiration. The sculptures
were of greetings in languages spoken in the neighbourhood, holiday
traditions and cartoon characters.
Selfies were posted to: @TOLittleItaly.

important decision around Inclusionary Zoning (IZ). IZ will allow the City
of Toronto to force developers to
set aside a percentage of their units
exclusively for affordable housing.
It took time as we awaited initial
provincial approvals, but Council has
finally approved a framework that
will force developers to provide a
percentage of the units they create
toward affordable housing. I will be
working to increase these percentag-
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es to help address our housing crisis.
The City of Toronto recently
released its climate action strategy
(TransformTO – Critical Steps for
Net Zero by 2040), which will be
debated at Council in December.
I will be moving motions to fill in
the pieces of the map with stronger
positions and policies that reflect
the urgency to change and support
efforts to accelerate our progress as
quickly as possible.
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Finally, I have heard from a few
concerned community members
about the damage to the Palmerston
Gates on Bloor Street. City staff are
currently looking into an insurance
claim (as the gates were damaged by
a driver) and hope to have the gates
repaired as soon as possible.
Do you have questions/concerns?
Please don’t hesitate to email me
at: Councillor_Layton@ toronto.ca
or by telephoning: 416-392-4009.
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Heat Pumps Slow Climate Change

JOIN
US
NOW!

listen to a recent webinar on ASHPs at: https://harbord
village.com/projects/netzero-carbon-project/
Tim chairs the Net Zero Carbon committee of the Harbord
Village Residents’ Association.

Party in the Park

It takes a lot of people to make the Party in the Park
event a success so please contact Nick at fornikolas@
gmail.com. We had 180 people at the 2019 event so we
look forward to reconnecting with everyone!

I WANT TO SU P P O RT MY N E I G H BOU R H OOD A N D J OI N PA R A
Yearly Membership: ¨ NEW — welcome! ¨ RENEWAL — welcome back!

Name: .................................................................................... Address: ................................................................................................
Email: ……………………………………………………………….................................................... Phone: ................................................
Your areas of concern (e.g., development, green issues, laneways, community events, traffic, etc.): ...................................................
………………………………………………………………………………………………………………….................................................…….

Palmerston
Area
Residents’
Association

MEMBERSHIP:

Serving Palmerston & Little Italy

¨S
 uper Member
$50 = maximum support
for PARA activities

¨ Individual Voting
Member
$25 $10
¨S
 upporting Member
or Family $40 =
additional support
for PARA initiatives

PAYMENT:

1. Send an email e-transfer
to: treasurer@
palmerstonara.org,
through your online
banking
2. C
 ash or Cheque,
made payable to:
Palmerston Area
Residents’ Association:
PARA Membership
Coordinator,
591 Euclid Ave,
Toronto, ON, M6G 2T4

3. Find us and renew
online at: palmerstonara.
org/get-involved

@PalmerstonARA

Find us
on Facebook:
PalmerstonARA

PHOTO RIGHT: JOAN REYNOLDS

Relatively new to North
America, 50% of homes in
western Europe are heated
and cooled by air source
heat pumps (ASHP). Replacing a gas furnace with an
ASHP eliminates 70% of
the carbon emissions from
our houses. Among other
benefits, they are quieter
than gas furnaces and don’t
cycle on and off. And if you
super-insulate your house
after installing an ASHP, you
simply reduce the size of your electricity bill.
Here’s the rub: they are expensive, with models ranging from $5,000 to $17,000. Fortunately, the new federal
Greener Homes Grant will cover up to $5,000 of the cost.
And if you have a relatively new gas furnace – ours is 8
years old – installing a small ASHP is a good option. These
can heat your house in all but the coldest weather, and by
doing so, your gas furnace will last much longer. And they
cost much less than full-size ASHPs.
Want to learn more, or join a bulk buy that will further
reduce the cost of an ASHP? Join our mailing list and/or

By Tim Grant

Canopy Project

By Jini Stolk

Good News from PARA’s Green
Committee: Progress on the Tree
Canopy Project!
PARA members spoke loud
and clearly identified tree canopy
preservation and improvement as
their number one PARA Green Plan
2020 priority, and we’re delighted
to report that we’ve made exciting
progress on this increasingly vital
issue. Over the past months the
Green Committee has created
a neighbourhood planting and
treescape regeneration strategy;

received the enthusiastic support of
Councillor Mike Layton and his senior
staff for our proposal; and met with
key staff at Toronto Urban Forestry
— who are also fully on board with
our plans and have already moved
ahead on identifying potential
locations for planting new native
trees in our community. It’s fair to
say that the Tree Canopy Project is
underway!
The Green Committee’s objectives
are straightforward, but we believe
they could have a profound impact
on the neighbourhood and beyond:
• T o regenerate the aging and
declining tree scape in the
Palmerston Area, beginning
with a pilot planting project in
partnership with the City of Toronto
Urban Forestry Department
• To highlight the importance of
native tree species to build the
health of Toronto’s ecosystem

Green Committee Report

• T o make our tree planting initiative
a truly inspirational learning
opportunity for the whole area
• To offer advice and support
around new tree nurturing and
maintenance
The PARA Green Committee
will provide you with updates and
useful and inspiring information in
regular communications throughout
the year, but until then we are
reaching out for other tree canopy
enthusiasts to join our small but
mighty Tree Team. If this project
intrigues you, if you think you have
something to offer, if you’re skilled
in communications or community
organizing and want to help, please
let us know by getting in touch with
Frumie Diamond (frumieshira@
gmail.com) and Jini Stolk( jinistolk@
sympatico.ca). And feel free to get
in touch if you have questions or
suggestions. A “tree walkabout” will
be organized in the spring. xPARAx

by Frumie Diamond

started. The gardens were overrun with opportunistic
plants after several summers of neglect. It was exciting
to see so many students wanting to contribute to ensuring we have habitat to support our native pollinators,
who are increasingly at risk.

Washed Out Clean Up Day

PHOTO BOTTOM LEFT: FRUMIE DIAMOND

PollinateTO Project Underway!
Finally! Work on our PollinateTO project has started
at Harbord Collegiate. Over 30 students (photo above),
turned out for 3 consecutive weeks in October with
pitch forks, trowels and enthusiasm to start preparing
the garden beds for spring planting. This is a joint project between PARA’s Green Committee and the Eco-club
at Harbord Collegiate. A grant was received from the
City’s PollinateTO program just before the pandemic
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PARA’s clean up day, scheduled for November 14, was
washed out. Rain and even sleet greeted the few hardy
participants who came out to clean up Healey Willan
Park and the surrounding streets, but it was too wet to
stay out, although there was plenty of garbage to collect. Adam Barnes and his daughter, Moya, had devised
a great method for garbage pick up. They put a bucket
in their bundle buggy and each had pick up tools for
picking up the garbage – no extra waste and no extra
plastic bags. Way to go!
Spring Clean Up day is rescheduled for April 2022.
We will also be having a contest, so come spring, check
out the details on our media sites. xPARAx
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A Special Plaque at Bathurst Station

by Mary Bredin

Have you noticed the new plaque
an of Distinction” Award in 1993.
outside Bathurst Station? It was
She was appointed to the Order of
unveiled on July 9, 2021, and later
Canada in 1998. Sadly, she passed
installed at Bathurst Station. It
away from breast cancer in 2001.
honours the life and entrepreneurHer generosity continues to
ial spirit of Beverly Mascoll. The
support community and education
dedication ceremony was broadwith the Beverly Mascoll Award, escast on Emancipation Day, August
tablished as a scholarship for black
1, 2021, c/o the Ontario Black Hisfemale students at the Ted Rogers
tory Society. Among those who
School of Management, Ryerson
spoke at the event were Eldon
University. Ms. Mascoll’s son, Eldon
Mascoll (son of Beverly Mascoll),
Mascoll, presented the inaugural
July 9, 2021 plaque ceremony at Central Technical School.
Natasha Henry (President of the
Left to right: Gloria Shreve (former employee of Mascoll Beauty award, named after his late mother,
Supply), Eldon Mascoll (Beverly Mascoll’s son), and Natasha
Ontario Black History Society) and
on March 4, 2019. The Beverly
Henry (President of the Ontario Black History Society).
Councillor Mike Layton.
Mascoll Memorial Scholarship is
Beverly Mascoll was born in
awarded at her high school alma
1941 in Nova Scotia and moved to
mater Central Technical School.
Toronto with her family in the early 1950s.
Her entrepreneurial skills and success have
She started her business from a storefront
been praised and profiled in The Globe and
across the way at 870 Bathurst and became a
Mail, Report on Business Magazine, and the
successful business woman in the 1970s. By
Toronto Star.
1971, Mascoll Beauty Supply was the leading
Her life as an activist, community leader
distributor of Black beauty products in Canada
and entrepreneur is an important part of our
and launched the first trade show for beauty
history. More information can be found at the
products for people of colour.
Ontario Heritage site: www.heritagetoronto.
Ms. Mascoll was an innovative leader and
org/explore-learn/beverly-mascoll-beautyreceived the YWCA of Metro Toronto’s “Wombusiness/. xPARAx

Fond Remembrances

Their passing has left a void in the community

Cavaliere Giuseppe Simonetta
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Employed at Honest Ed’s for 60 years
Mr. Lazar worked as the emporium’s
general manager and spokesperson
for 25 years. He was interviewed
before the closing of Honest Ed’s by
news publications and agencies as
well as for the Spring 2016 PARA newsletter. He was well
versed in bittersweet good-byes and had many good
memories. Mr. Lazar described his job as the world’s best
because he enjoyed the day-to-day store routines as well
as meeting celebrities and organizing events such as Ed
Mirvish’s outdoor birthday parties. A cousin of the Mirvishes, Mr. Lazar was a fixture at the Honest Ed’s Christmas
free turkey and fruitcake give away. Mr. Lazar passed
away in November, 2021. Raised in a large family with 15
siblings, he will be missed by his wife, son, grandson, extended family, friends and associates. — Fernanda Pisani
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Among the original Italians that established Toronto’s Little Italy, Mr. Simonetta’s community work ensured that
Italian traditions were appreciated in his
adopted home. Born in 1929, in Calabria,
Italy, he passed away on June 2021, due
to COVID-19. The father of 8 children, he was an elegant
and well-spoken presence in the neighbourhood. As a
member of St. Francis of Assisi Church, he helped organize
the Good Friday procession. Mr. Simonetta was a tireless
advocate and liaison for Italians living in Canada needing
help in navigating Italian and Canadian bureaucracies. It
was because of his work as intermediary that the Italian
government bestowed him with the title “Cavaliere” which
means knight. He was also acknowledged for his work in
many capacities with the naming of Simonetta Lane in his
honour which is west of Clinton south of College Street.

Russell Lazar

NEW TO THE NEIGHBOURHOOD!
PARA continues to acknowledge and support the efforts of neighbourhood businesses to stay viable

PHOTO TOP RIGHT: NICK FORSYTH

Yummy treats on display at Kiss My Pans at College and Manning.

We’ve seen the first great
wave of new businesses,
and best of luck to them!
To experience unattended coffee service and
enjoy premium coffee, visit
RC Coffee Robo Cafe at
550 College Street. Cheese
shop Kiss My Pans, 567
College, handles platters,
boxes and seasonal treats.
Track & Field, 582 College,
is a bar sporting old-fashioned lawn games indoors,
bocce lanes meet cocktail
lounge. Bar Pompette, 607
College, is an expansion of
the popular nearby French
restaurant. Tut’s, 617 College, is Egyptian fast food,
small sandwiches in middle
eastern flavours. Mulino,
633 College, is an Italian

eatery, and Samrat Indian
Cuisine is at 648 College.
On Bloor, the classic Vietnamese sandwich is on offer at Lamhan banh mi, 733
Bloor. Cactus Vietnamese
Tea and Coffee, 682 Bloor,
offers their own distinction
on drink shop culture, and
Isabella’s Mochi Donut

western-fusions the soft,
chewy Japanese rice cake
at 607 Bloor.
Holy Shitz Tzu, 648
Bloor, offers pet grooming,
while Pet Mamma, 644
Bloor, a pet supply store
offers delivery.
JBI la Mexicanita is an
African hair braiding salon
at 711 Bloor, Goa salon
expanded at 714 Bloor,
and Nice Fade for men’s
hair styles is at 635 Bloor.
Sarang Nails is next door
at 633 Bloor.
Less and less feasible
in our neighbourhood is
affordable vintage clothing
and creator-made fashions,
so it’s interesting to see
Final Touch Vintage at 687
Bloor and First Kiss Vintage
and Tattoo at 652 Bloor, a

Cocktails and a great selection of wines at Bar Pompette on College Street.

First Kiss Vintage on Bloor Street.

family business that’s been
in the neighbourhood
a few years. Etc. at 581
College is a cute and tiny
boutique representing local
creators. Vivita Apothecary, 619 Bloor, is a soap
manufacturer, and Monography Selfies 662 Bloor, is a
selfie studio. Tibetan Paper
and Handicraft features
Tibetan goods at 609 Bloor.
Local Gallery is a pop
art gallery at 621 College,
proudly supporting the
many talented local artists.
Bloorkids is a pediatric
dental and orthodontic
clinic, while Smyl Dentist, 608 Bloor and Soho
Dentist, 596 Bloor, follow
an increasing trend for the
area. — Nick Forsyth

NEWSLETTER MISSION

• To inform, educate and support our community on local issues • To help develop a sense of belonging and enjoyment in a safe community •
• To promote community betterment through active participation of residents • To support the growth of PARA membership •
PARA BOARD MEMBERS AND VOLUNTEERS
Board Members: Paul MacLean (chair), Elizabeth Cowling (secretary/treasurer), Mary Bredin (newsletter), Frumie Diamond (Green Working Group),
Allison Kirk-Montgomery (Planning Working Group), Jimmy Lu (membership), Nick Forsyth, Kei Yano, Dot Holmes, Letlotlo Gariba
• Planning Working Group: Allison Kirk-Montgomery (Chair), Astra Burka, Frumie Diamond, Paul MacLean, Ingrid Nasager, Martin Ship, Richard Stursberg •
• Green Committee: Frumie Diamond (Chair), Adam Barnes, Nick Forsyth, Ateqah Khaki, Jimmy Lu, Scott MacRitchie, Jini Stolk, Kei Yano •
• Communications & Facebook: Ingrid Nasager, Mary Bredin, Jimmy Lu • Website Coordinator: Nick Forsyth, Ingrid Nasager •
• Newsletter: Mary Bredin (Editor), Fernanda Pisani (Creative Director), James Choy, Nick Forsyth, Letlotlo Gariba, Kei Yano •
• Central Tech Field Liaison: Nick Forsyth • Mirvish Village Task Group (for PARA): Paul MacLean, Donna McFarlane, Roy Sawyer •
• For additional information on PARA, visit our website at: www.palmerstonara.org •
• Email us at: info@palmerstonara.org • Facebook: PalmerstonARA • Twitter: @PalmerstonARA • Mirvish Village Task Group: www.mirvishvillagetg.org •
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Sad Farewell

A seventy year old landmark shutters

After 7 decades as one of
Toronto’s most iconic and
oldest eateries, Mars restaurant at Bathurst and College
has closed its door for good.
The sign on the door describes the reason for closing
as non-payment of rent.
Yet another casualty of
COVID-19 era hardship, a
change in demographics and
sky rocketing rents. Rumour
has it that the landlord is
actually a REIT (real estate investment trust). In other words there is
no emotional attachment to the location only the expectation of sizable
investment returns.
Sad, very sad. The space will probably be empty for months, maybe years.

Mars restaurant was opened in
1951 by the Tseclars family and was
famous for tasty muffins and Boston
cream pies. The well-known marquee
claims that the food at Mars “is out of
this world”. Weekend breakfasts were
especially popular at Mars, the line-

by Fernanda Pisani

ups in the 1990s extended
to outside the door.
It was among the few
eateries in the area where
you could eat after the local bars closed and enjoy
simple comfort food.
Places like Mars are about
the overall experience as
well as about food. A meal
at Mars was real-life theatre.
The staff was family and
long-term employees. Weekend morning patrons were treated to
the dissonant cacophony of waitresses
and short order cooks calling the orders
out loud. My two sons’ favourite treat
was having fries with gravy and a milkshake at the counter. Eating at a diner
called Mars made it very cool. xPARAx

SHO P I N OU R N E I G H B O UR H O O D

Neil Wright
Broker of Record
nwright@trebnet.com

Simon Wright
Sales Representative
siwright@trebnet.com

Hello Neighbours!
Our reputation for personalized, professional and caring Real
Estate service is well known throughout the community. If you
are thinking of buying or selling, or if you would like an idea of
the current value of your home, give us a call

HARBORD STREET
IS OPEN FOR BUSINESS!

THANK YOU FOR SUPPORTING LOCAL
–Neil Wright, Chair,
Harbord Street Business Improvement Area

Wright Real Estate Ltd., Brokerage
108 Harbord Street

416-961-1698

www.wrightrealestate.ca

Palmerston Blvd 1910

